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ihe interest upon these sums to the Indians, or for- 
feit its faith, pledged through the treaty-making 
nower, or it was bound te invest the principle so 
tbat the ‘Indians might receive the interest from 
other debtors. Congress had exercised its option, 
and prefe.red to appropriate the interest simply, 
and wait the sale of the lands to realize the capiial 
to be invested. 

{Here Mr. Wesster inquired, ‘‘Where did Con- 
gress get ithe option?”} 

Mr. Waicut asked, does it not follow, from the 
very nature of the transactions between the par- 
ties? The Indians sell and convey their lands to 
the United States, and surrender the title and pos- 
session together, upon the faith of treaty stipula- 
tions. In consideration of the lands sold, the 
United States agree to hold certain portions of the 
purchase mosey, and invest them for the Indians. 
The United States alone are t: us'ed, and the receipt 
by the Indians of the annual interest upon the sums 
to be invested is a gcod compliance with the con- 
tract to them. Would it not be a perfect technical 
compliance, if the Government were, by way of 
investment, to issue to the Indians its own stocks? 
And can it be material, so long as the United States 
choose to remain the debtors, whether this form be 
gone through wiih, or the treaty be left as the evi- 
dence of liability, and Congress annually appro- 
priate the interest on the money as it would upon 
the stocks? It seemed to him that the inquiry of 
the Senator raised a distixction without a difference 
of interest on either side, and questioned the right 
of Congress to its option in a case where the option 
could not but exist from the nature of the 
transactions. The most the Indians can claim is 
the liability of the United States for the intere:t and 
principal of their money. That they have by the 
solemnity of treaty stipulations, while the money is 
not invested. When it shall be, they may have se- 
curities of a less desirable character, but in con- 
formity with their contract. Tae only question, 
then, which could influence Congress, in its option, 
was the interest of this Government and the con- 
venience of its Treasury. 

Could it be wise for Congress, in the fulfilment 
of treaties of this character, and with such parties, 
and at a time when there was not a surplus of mo- 
ney inthe Treasury, to have direcied loans upon 
the credit of the people for the payment of debts, 
the payment of which was nct a matter of feeling 
or interest with the creditor, and for the eventual 
payment of which an ample fund had been pro- 
vided by the terms of the contract which made the 
debt? Could loans have been made at a rate of 
interest less than that stipulated to be paid to the 
Indians? - That will not be pretended. 

Where, then, is the cavse of complaint, or of 
fault? It is simply in the assumption that here is 
a debt not mentioned by’ the President, and still 
a debt against the public Treasury and the people 
of the country. 

Is this so, in the Sense in which the complaint 
has been preferred by the honorable Senator 
against the message of the President? Mr. 
Wricat had admitted that there was a Jiability to 
pay, and an ample fund in the lands ceded by the 
Indian treaties to make the payment, and had at- 
tempted to show that Congress had acted wisely in 
appropriating the interest upcn the money merely, 
until the sale of the lands should bring into the 
Treasury interest and principal, and thus enable 
the investment to be made without the coniraction 
of a permanent debt. 

Was there any tbing in all this new or singular, 
or peculiar to this Administration? How long had 
this Government been making treattes with the In- 
dians for the purchase of their land, and contract- 
ing Obligations with them? And if these are items 
of the public debt, why not their annuities for the 
purchase of the same land:, which are of a large 
amount? They are debts in the nature of invest- 
ments, but they are never reported as part of the 

* public debt of the country. Neither are to be 
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found in any report heretofore made from the fi- 
nancial department of the Government, under any 


Administration which has ever existed, as items of | 
They are not so by the law, and | 
He | 


our public debt. 
they have never been so treated in practice. 
had in his possession a document which he had ob- 
tained for another purpose, and which contained a 
schedule of the entire Indian treaties up to last 
year. He should think—for h= had not taken the 
trouble to count them—that there were several hun- 


dreds, and on casting his eye over them this morn- | 


ing, he found they commenced, at the latest, as 
early as 1790, and had been made constantly, if 
not strictly annually, up to this time. 

The practice of s ipulating to invest sums of ca- 
pital, though not new in the administration of our 
Indian affairs, had greatly increased within the 
last few years. He had had occasion to become 
personally acquainted with an old case. He re- 
erred to the deposite, by the Seneca Indians of 
New York, of the sum of $100,000 with the Uni- 
ted States, being part of the consideration money 
for their possessory title to their reservations under 
the stipulation on the part ef this Government, as 
he was infermed and believes, that they should re- 
ceive six per cent. interest upon their capital so 
loaned. He-spoke from recollection, and would 
not be confident, but his impression was that the 
contract was entered into in 1806. He could fur- 
ther inform the Senator, that, during the adminis- 
tration of John Quincy Adams, this money had 
been invested in the three per cent. stocks of the 
United States, then outstanding, and that Congress, 
while he was a member ¢f_ the other branch, as he 
now recollected and believed, appropriated the 
other $3,000, or about that sum, to make up to the 
Indians the interest to which they were entitled. 
This was an old care, and he spoke from memory 


in regard to it; but from it the honorable Senator | 


could see that, if we were now togo back to the 
commencement of our Indian relations and bring 
up anew account of public debt, we should be 
compelled to Jook far behind the time of Mr. Van 
Buren, as well as to begin an entire new calcula- 
tion of debt. If the honorable S:nator weuld look 
for the investment of this Seneca fund of $100,000, 
he thought he would look in vain, and yet it hed 
never appeared in any statement from the Treasu- 
ry, as an itemof our public debt. An estimate 
for the interest would be found in every annual esti- 
mate of expenditure since the redemption of the 
Government stock in which the last investment was 
made, but the capital was not mentioned, because 
ithad not been reappropriaied fora different in- 
vesiment. 


palmed off upon its successors. 

Yet this was but a fair sample of the policy of 
going back into these Indian relations to find an 
existing debt, not disclosed, against the present 
Administration. If we adopt the idea, we must go 
back, not to 1806, but to 1790, and bring up the 
account through all the Administrations which 
have existed under our Constitution, and then solve 
the question, whether that Administration is to be 
most censured for contracting debt, which has suc- 
ceeded in extinguishing most Indian title to the 
pnbtic domain of the country, or whether the debts 
so contracted have been and are considered as 
testing upon a sure fund for theie redemption in 
the lands purchased, while the treatics are, in every 
other respect, beneficial to the country, to its popu- 
lation and prosperity, and to its Treasury. 

Ee believed the last and th: present Admini:tra- 
tions bad extinguished more Indian titles, and 
brought more of the public Jan's into the market, 
and within the reach of settlement, than any other 
two, ifnot more than all preceding Administra- 
tions; and, as a necessary consequence, the amounts 
of purchase money paid, and agreed to be paid, in 
the shape of annuities, investments, and otherwise, 
would be greater than under previous Admunisira- 
tions. But what bad hitherto been the estimate 


Still the Senator would not be disposed | 
to charge this $100,000 to the present Administra- | 
tion, as a debt contracted by it, and to be unjustly | 
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placed by the country upon such policy successfully 
prosecuted?’ Had we been in the habit of setting 
down these purchases of Indian lands as bad and 
losing bargainx? As imposing burdens upon the 
Treasury, and debts upon the country? Or as im- 
proving the public revenues, and strengthening the 
Treasury, while they enriched the country? Had 
itever been supposed that the lands purchased 
were not much more than suflicient to pay the 
debts contracted? 

If, however, this movement was the indication 
of a change of policy by the coming Administra- 
tion in regard to the lands; if the turd thus pro- 
vided to pay these debts is to be separated from 
the debts; if the lands, or their proceeds, are to be 
given away, and the liabilities imeurred under the 
Indian treaties are to be leftunpaid upon the hands 
of this Government, then indeed the amounts dae 
to the Indians, as well in annuities as investments, 
or otherwise, may justly be counted as debis, as 
permanent, enduring debts, only to be paid by tax- 
ation upon the people. He would tell the Senator, 
however, that that Administration, and that party, 
which shall adopt this new policy, and give away 
the lands without discharging these obligations in- 
curred for their purchase, will be the Administra- 
tion and the party which will charge these sums 
upon the people &s debts, and which mast bear the 
re-ponsibility of the act. 

The honorable Senator proposes to have a new 
set of books opened, to protect the next Administra. 
tion from the debts and liabilities incurred by this; 
to establish what he calls “a rest” between them. 
Mr. Waicnt would go with him to do this; but he 
should insist that the accounts be fairly stated, and 
the books fairly kept; that when the Senator had 
charged the administration of Mr. Van Buren with 
the debts due to the Indians, he should credit it with 
the lands which formed the consideration for the 
debts. In this way, the account would present the 
whole truth, and he did not fear the responsibility 
of balancing the book so kept. 

He was aware that one most expensive treaty 
had been made, not by this, bat the last Adminis- 
tration, without profit to thisGovernment. He re- 
ferred to the last treaty with the Cherokees, for the 
extinguishment of their title to their lands. These 
lands were principally in the State of Georgia, and 
the Indian title was extinguished for the benefit of 
that State, and not of the National Treasury. Yet 
this treaty was but a late fulfilment of an obliga- 
tion resting upon this Government in favor of that 
State, and almost as old as the Government itself; 
an obligation entered into to acquire its title to a 
large portion of the public domain, and opon which, 
therefore, the moneys paid and payable under that 
treaty are justly chargeable, and from the proceeds 
of which they should be reimbursed to the public 
Treasury. 

Still, this treaty being included, the proceeds of 
the public lands would clear all former Adminis- 
trations, as well as the present, from any responsi- 
bility fur debts contracted under Indian treaties. 
Let the new set of books, then, show both sides of 
the account, and contain a full and fair statement 
of the whole matter, and we shall not Lear that this 
or any other Admini:tration has run the country in 
debt by the extinguishment of the Indian title to our 
immense public domain. Let the proceeds of the 
lands stand against the moneys paid and the liabi- 
lities incurred, and see if there have been bad and 
unprofitable and losing bargains. 


Is this to be charged at this day, and from that 
quarter? How long is it since we heard a very 
different account of there Indian contracts? Since 
he had been honored with a seat here, the charge 
had been made in this chamber, and repeated much 
more loudly and widely out of it, that our Indian 
policy was a swindling policy; that we were pur- 
chasing their lands for a song, and drivin them to 
the ends of the earth for a’resting place. , the 
charge was that we we making cruel bargains 
with the ignorant savages, the poor Indians! Now; 
it is that this Administration has been loading the 
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country with debt by making these same bargains. 
Ii will not do, said: Mr. W.; it is too soon to make 
this thort turn, and wholly change the character of 
the complainis growing out of our Indian ie ations. 
The facts will not sustain the last position, Tae 
bargains, as a whole, have been profitable, vastly 
profitable, to the public treasury, and the lands yet 
unsold constitute a fund a hundred fo'd more than 
sufficient to discharge every remaining liability. 
So much for this mode of showing th: President 
in error in his statement of our pubic debt. 
The honorable Senator proceeded to enumerate 
other beads, under which he did not assert, but ex- 
ressed his suspicion that there were existirg debts. 
Te did not attempt to enumerate items of deb‘, 
and it was impossible for Mr. Wartonrt to conjec- 
ture what the items were, or for what the debt: 
were suspected to have been contracted. The 
beads enamerated were, deb's for the public works, 
debts for the Florida war, debts for Indian depreda- 
uons at the north, and deb’s for other things. 


Well, now as tothe debis for public works; there 
might be such, but he (Mr. Wriaut) did not know 
what they were—he did not know that there were 
any. He was sure it could not be possible that the 
Senator intended simply to inform us that there were 
public works commenced which it was the interest 
of the country to prosecute, and that money was 
to be appropriated for them. And if there was a 
debt for public works, other than such a prospective 
obligation, he wasignorantof it. If that description 
of account was to be opened, he would abandon the 
discussion with the single remark that the houora- 
ble Senator would be fortunate if he found the new 
Administration clear of obligations of thai character, 
either at its commencement or its close. 


What was the debt growing out of the Florida 
war? He (Mr. Waionr) was ignorant of it, unless 
it consisted of claims for losses sustained by citizens 
in consequence of that war; and did any man sup- 
e that the Presideat of the United States, or the 

cretary of the Treasury, was authorized to present 
those claims to the country as a part of its public 
cebt? Are they so, ia fact? They have been pre- 
sented year after year, and session after session, to 
the Congress of the United States, and a Congress 
has not yet been found to recognise a dollar of 
them. And were the executive officers, in the face 
of this action of Congress, to declare them public 
debts, to state their amount, and call upon Con- 
gress tor provision for their paymen'!? The slight- 
est reflection would convince the Sena‘or that such 
Was a very uncertain and dangerous way to make 
vpan amount of debt. It would be nothing short 
cf Executive usurpation of a fearful character. 


Then the debts for Indian depredations at the 
North—as, if he understood the Senator correctly, 
this was one of his heads of enumeration—he knew 
nothing of them—he knew not what or where they 
were} 

But there were “deb's for other things:” yes; 
why did not the honorable Senator bring in the five 
millions for French spoliations previ-us to the 
yon 1800? Tat was as mucha dcbt as the others. 

t was a claim not recognised by Congress. The 
honorable Senator believed it wasa debt; he (Mr. 
Wricnt) did not. Why not cali up the pension 
list? That is a debt which we murt pay until the 
gallant old soldiers are no mere. It was just as 
properly presented as the Indian annuities. Why 
not present the claims of the heirs of the late Ro- 
bert Falton? Many supposed thatajustdebt. The 
Mead claim? Many thought similarly of that. 
In short, why not present the ten thousand claims 
which their Secretary told him would, in a day or 
two, be inventoried, under a resolution of the Se- 
nate of the last session? There are ten thousand 
claims on the files of the two Houses of Congress, 
and are they debts, to be charged to the administra- 
tion of Mr. Van Baren? Was this to be dene be 
fore Congress had recognised their justice, or made 
them debts at all? Hethoped not, and he believed 
not. 


Again, the honorable Senator said, if he (Mr. 
‘W rich) understood him aright, that the Secretary 
of the Treasury had authorig:d the assumption that 
this Adminis'ration was to throw a balance of deb. 
pm the next, by thea __- jon that he did not antici 





| 


pate the payment of the outstanding Treasury notes 
previous to March, 1842. 

Mr. WEBSTEK observed that he was not con- 
scious of haviog stated that. 

Mr. WRIGHT dil not wish to misrepresent the 
Senator, but he had so undersiood him, and so read 
his remarks, published in the Intelligencer of this 
morning. He would, however, refer to the 7th 
page of the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for the present year, now upon our ta- 
bles, to prove that such was not his anticipation, 
but that he expected the revenues of 1841 would 
meet the expenses of that year, redeem the whole 
outstanding balance of four and a half millions of 
Treasury notes, and leave in the Treasury, in mo- 
ney, on the Ist of January, 1842, the sum of 
$824 273: 

The statement of the Secretary is as follows: 

‘More de ails concerning the-estimates of the 
next year will be proper, and will illustrate the 
correctne:s of some of the preceding 1esul's. 

It may be stated, from the best data in po:session 
of this Depar'ment, that the receipts, under the ex- 
isting laws, will probabiy be as follows: 


Fronm customs : - - $19,009,600 
Frem lands - - - - 3,500,000 
From miscellaneous - - £0,000 


Add the expected balance in the Tre- 
stry, available on the Istof Janu- 


ary next - - : - 1,580,855 








The aggregateof ordinary means for 
the next year would then be 

There wi!l be nothing more, either of 
principal cr interest, due from 
banks, which is likely to be made 
available, «xcept about - - 

A powcr will exist, under the act cf 
3ist March, 1810, to issue Trea- 
sury notes till a year from its pas- 
sare expires, but not to make the 
whole emission outstanding at any 
one time exceed five millions of 
dollars. 

This will furnish additional means, 
equal to the computed amount which 
can be issued at the close of the pre- 
sent year, being about - - 


24,160,855 


223,000 


342,618 


| Hence, there may be added, from 


these several sources, so much as io 
make the whole means for the 
next year - - - - 
On the cther hand, the expenditures 
for 1841, fer orvinary purposes, if 
Congress make no reduction ia ihe 
appropriations requested by the dif- 
ferent departments, are estimated at 


24,723,473 


19 250,000 
This would leavea balance in the Trea- 
sury, at the close of the year, equal 
to - - - - - 
But certain payments must also be 
made cn account of the funded 
and unfunded debt, unless Congress 
authorize contracis to be formed for 
extending the time of their pay- 
ment. Thus, there will be required, 
On account of the funded debt, chief- 
ly for the cities of this District - 
For the redemption of Treasury notes, 
if all the others be issued which can 
be ender the present law; as then 
the amount returned within A. D. 
1841 will probably not exceed - 


5,473,473 


$149,200 


4,500,000 


ee 


$4,649,200 





Estimated balance in the Treasury at 
the close of the next year, afier all 


payments whatever : - $824 273” 





It was not then supposei by the Secretary, that 
this debt of four and a half millions was to be 
threwn overto 1842, He expressly anticipa‘ed 
its paymentin 1841. He woulsl now pass very 
briefly to other topics. 

The honorable Senator comp'ained that the 
President, in his message, and ‘the Secretary, in 
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his report, had made reference to the money 
on deposi‘e with the States, and called, with 
eararstness, to know whether the President, or 
the Secie‘ary, had recommended the withdraw. 
alof that money, or any part of it. He (Mr. 
Wricut) found no such recommendation, and 
for the best of all reasons, in his jadgmen:— 
there was no necessity for it; the revenue of the 
year 1841 was expected to be equal to the expendi- 
tures of 1841, including the redemption of four and 
ahalf millions of Treasury notes. The deposite 
with the States was referred to as an item of pro. 
perty, belonging to this Government, but was not 
mentioned as in the power of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, or of the President. I[t was in the 
hands of Congress, an accumulation of former 
years, when taxation was heavier than at the 
present time, and was referre to, to show that there 
was no cause for incressed taxation upon the 
people; that the Government, as such, was pos 
sessed of means to discharge every existing liab;|j- 
ty, and to present a balance of some seventeen or 
eighteen millions, fir the fature disposition of the 
National Legislature. This cer‘ainly could be no 
just cause of complaint. The President and the 
Secretary bad been in the exercise of most respon- 
sible trusts. They were about to surrender them 
to others, who would seem more directly to repre- 
sent the public will and choice. It was their duty 
to present atrue and full account of the public 
preperty and the public interests, as they suppose 
them to exist, and surely a reference to an interest 
of some twenty-eight millions of safely invested 
money could net be considered singular or censu- 
rable. 

The honorable Senator had seen fit further to 
complain that the President had not receommendeda 
modification of the tariffand an increase of taxation. 
Why should he have done sy? The calculations 
and representations of the responsible officer, 
charged with that duty, showed that more re- 
venue was not required fur the contemplated ser- 
vice of the coming year. Why then should the 
President have recommended measures for an in- 


| crease of revenue? 


If ther: had been a just anticipation of a defi- 
ciency of means to meet the wants of the Treasury, 
it would have been incumbent upon him, as it 


| would upon the Secretary, to have pointed out the 


mode, and recommended the measures, to supply 


| that deficiency. Such did not appear to be their 


aniicipations, and their communications to Con- 
gress had been made to conform to their sense of 
their public duties. It might have been very un- 
charitable in him, but when the Senator was in- 
dalging in his remarks upcn this point, he could 
not but feel that the gentleman was impressed with 
the exceedingly difficult question, the many knotty 
points, which the adjustment of the tariff is likely 
to present to the coming Administration; and that 
it was the manifest interest of the now dominant 
party in the country. that poor defeated Mr. Van 
Buren should come in and make an effort to settle 
itin advance. It could not fail to be seen that por- 
tions of that triumphant party would complain of 
any thing which any man could recommend upon 
this subject, and the Senator m'ght kindly suppose 
that complaints could not now harm the President. 


So far from reciprocating these feelings, Mr. W. 
rejoiced that it had not been found necessary for 
the present President to touch this vexed question. 
And he could not be mistaken in supposing that it 
would have been indecorous in him; after the tre- 
mendous defeat he had experienced at the late elec- 
tions, to have reached after disputed topics, with @ 
view to their final and permanent adjustment by 
himeelf or his friends. He was taking leave of his 
responsible posi'ion, and Mr. W. rejoiced to be- 
lieve he was doing, what he believed it was alone 
proper for him to do, cenfining himself strictly to 
the discharge of those duties which his short re- 
maining official term required at his hands. Io re- 
ference to the adjustment of the tariff he had done 
as he should have done—he had left the whole 
matter to those who are to come after him, and 
who should be, as they claim te be, the more imme- 
diate and acceptable representatives of the popular 
will, and be (Mr. W.) did not speak untraly 
when he said his most ardent wish was tha 
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they might be able to adjust that difficult 
question happily for the country, and satisfactorily 
to every interest involved. 

A single word more, and he would close. The 
bonorable Senator concluded with a remark which 
manifested a disposition to say that the friends of 
this Administration were, or were to be made, re- 

nsible for the necessity of an extra session of 
Congress, if a convention of the new Congress 
should be ordered by the new President. Now he 
(Mr. Wricht) was one of those who should do 
every thing in his power to obviate any such ne- 
cessity; amd to accompli:h that object with the 

test certainty, he should use his utmost eadea- 
yors to keep the appropriations of this session 
within the anticipated means of the yerr 1841. He 
believed the estimates supplied ail the necessary 
wants, and he intended to adhere to them sizictly. 
Having done so, he should cheerfully leave it to 
those who have been placed in power by a iri- 
umphant expression of the popular voice, to call a 
Congress when they pleased, and to recommend 
such measures as they pleased. 

Mr. Wriaut haviog concluded, 

Mr. WEBSTER said he should detain the Se- 
nate but a short time in answer to some ef the ho- 
porable member’s remarks, as he had really not 
met the argument of Mr. W. yesterday. To begin 
with the subject of Indian treaties. The honora- 
ble member had said that the fund arising from the 
sale of the Chickasaw lands had all been invested 
to within some forty or fifty thousand dollars. Mr. 
W.had founded what he had said in relation to this 
fund on the returns furnished to the Senate; and, 
according to that document, the balance uninvested 
amounted to $369,000; but had added that he had 
heard that $90,000 had been invested since the date 
of the returns. Mr. W. had made n> complaint of 
the mode in which this fund had becn invested, 
so far as it had been invested; and, if 
the whole of it bad been invested, so much 
the better. Butin regard to the two and a half 
millions of the fund belonging to the Winnebagoes 
and other tribes, and which, according to the 
treaty, was to be invested for the benefit of those 
tnbes, Mr. W. asked of the Senate whether Mr. 
Wnricart had fairly met the force of the argument 


he had advanced, (if it had any force to be mei?) | 


Mr. W. bad not complained of the treaty, nor had 
he charged the Administration with any extrava- 
gance or want of providence ia entering into it— 
that was not the point; the point was, thst this 
amount constituted a debt, for the payment of 
which it was incumbent on the Government to pro- 
vide; and that, as such, it ought to be kept before 
the view of Congress. Tine honorable member ad- 
mitted that it was a debt, but contended that 
it was not to be reckoned in asa portion of the 
public national debt. If, by this, the honora- 
ble member meant to say that th’'s amount 
formed no part of the debt arising from borrowed 
money, unquestionably he was right; but still it 
was a national debt; the nation owed this money; 
and it entered necessarily, as one important item 
or element, in'o a s'atement of the financial condi- 
tion of the Government. The honorable member 
had asked, if this were so, why such a statement 
Ought not, in like manner, to inclute the Indian 
annuities? They were included, in effect. Did 
not the annual report from the Departthent state 
the amoant of those annuities as part of the expen- 
ditures for which Congress was to provide? Are 
they not always in the estimates? So the member 
asked why the pensions were not to be included? 
The same answer might be made. The amount 
of that expenditure also was annually laid before 
Congress, and it was provided for as other demands 
on the Government. Mr. W. had not complained 
of this amount of two and a half millions of Indian 
debt; he-himself bad oever opposed these treaties; 
all he had contended for was, ihat,as an amount 
to be provided for, it was as much a pert of the 
public debt as if it had censisted of borrowed mc- 
ney; it was a demand which Congress was bound 
to meet. In any general view, therefore, of the 
liabilities of the Government, was there one ele- 
ent of those liabilities which: could with more 
ene be inserted than this? . 
t, W. had said that he commended the argu- 
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ment of the President in opposition to a national 
debt; and he should be quite unwilling to have it 
suppesed that any thing he said could be wrested 
(be did not charge that it had been intentionally so 
wrested) to favor the idea of a public debt at all. 
But he must still insist that the language employed 
by the President on the 8th page of his message did 
refer to past political contests in this country, and 
did hold out the idea that, from the beginning of the 
Government, in the political contests which had agi- 
tated the country, there had been some men or scme 
parties who were in favor of the creation and ma- 
nafacture of a public debt, as part of their policy; 
and this he (Mr. W.) had denied. The idea in the 
message Was not that there were certain great i:te- 
rests in the country which were always, from the na 
tare of things, in favor of such a deb:, on account 
of the advantages derivable from it to themselves, 
as the henorable member has argued to-day. If 
the Presicent had stated this, es it had now been 
stated in the speech of the honorable member, bo- 
body could have taken any exception to it. But 
that was not the point, The point of objection was, 
that the message charged this fondness for a nation- 


al debt upon some one of the parties who had en- 


geged in the past political strifes of the country, 
and had represented it as a broad and general 
ground of distixction between parties; that one was 
the advocate of a national debt as of itself a good, 
and the other the opponent of the existence of a 
debt. This he regarded as an imputation wholly 
unfounded, and it was on this ground that he had 
objected to that portion of the Executive communi- 
cation. No facts in ovr history warranted the al- 
legation. It was mere assumption. 

Mr. W. proceedd to say that he had, when be- 
fore up, omitied one important item in stating the 
amount of expenditures under the existing Admi- 
nistration beyond the eccruing revenue, which 
ovcht to be brought to the public view. If he (Mr. 
W.) was inerrer, the honc:rable member would 
put him right. In March, 1836, a jaw had passed 
postponing the payment of certain revenue bonds 
in consequence of the greatfire at New York, for 
three, four, and five years. The great mass of 
these had fallen due, and had been received into 
the Treasury since the present Administration had 
come into power. The total amount was about 
six miliions of dollars. This being so, then the 
whole amount of expenditure, over aad above the 
accruing reveuue,would amount to thirty-four mil- 
lions, or thereabouts, and would thus give an an- 
nual excess of expenditures over receipts of eight 
and ahalf millions a year; and he insisted, again, 
ihat, looking at the matter in a purely financial 
view—looking at the comparative proportion of 
liabilities and of means to discharge them, when 
the President found an excess of the former conti- 
nuing for four years, at the rate of cight and a half 
millions per annum, and did not particularize any 
one branch of expenditure in which a considerable 
prectical dedaction could be made, (unless so far 
as it might take place in the pension Jist by the 
gradual decease of the pensioners;) and when he 
proposed no new measure as a means cf replen- 
ishing the exhausted Treesury, the question for 
Congress and for the nation to consider was, 
whether this was a course safe to be pursued in 
relation to our fiscal concerns? Wasit wise, pro- 
vident, and statesmanlike? 

Thexe was one point in which (Mr. W. said) the 
honorable member from New York had en‘irely 
misapprehended him. He (Mr. Wricst) had said 
that Mr. W. appeared to desire to avoid as a criti- 
cal and delicate subject, the quesiion of the tariff; 
or, rather, had complained that this Administration 
had not taken it up. Now he (Mr. W.) had 
net said a word about the tariff, further than to 
state that another great reduction was immediately 
approaching in the rate of du'ics, of which the 
message took no notice whatever, while it did not 
fail to refer to two other reductions which had here- 
tofore iaken place. What he (Mr. W.) had said 
on the subject of imposing new duties for revenue, 
had reference solely to silks and wines. This, had 
becn a delicate, point with him atno time. He had 


for a long period been always desirous to lay such: 


a duty on silks and wines; and ut did appear.to bim 
the strangest thing imaginable—the strangest phase 
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of the existing system of revenue—that we should 
import so many millions of dollars’ worth of silks 
aud wines entirely free of duty, at the very tume 
when the Government had been compelled, by 


| temporary loans, to keep itself in constant debt 


for four years past. So far from considering this 
a3 a matter of any delicacy, bad the Senate the 
constitutional power of originating revenue bills, 
the very first thing he should move, in his piace, 
would be to lay a tax on both these articles of luxury. 

Were Mr. W. to draw an inference from the 
speech of the honorable member, it would be that 
it rather seemed to be his own opinion, and ceriain- 
ly seemed also to be that of the President, that it 
would be wiser to withdraw the whole or a part of 
the money deposited with the States than to la 
taxes on silks and wines. In this opinion Mr. W. 
did not at all concur. If the question were be- 
tween such a withdrawal and the imposition of 
such a tax, he should without hesitation say, lay 
the tax, and leave the money with the Stntes where 
it was. He was greatly mistaken if such a prefe- 
rence did not meet the public approbation. He 
was for taxing this enormous amount of twenty or 
thirty millions of foreign predects imported ina 
single year, and a!l consumed in the country, and 
consumed, as articles of luxury, by the rich alone, 
and leaving the deposites in possession of the States 
with whom they had been plac:d. 

Mr. W. said he telieved he had now noticed so 
much of the honorable Se rator’s speech as required 
a reply; and he would resume his seat with again 
repeating that it had been no part of his purpose to 
ascribe either extravagance or the opposite virtue 
to the Administration in the purchase of Indian 
lands, or other transactions. hat was not his ob- 
ject, or his point. He only wished to present a 
irue financial view of the condition of our affairs, 
and to show that our national debt was much 
greater and more serious than a hasty reader of 
the President’s message might be Jed, from its peru- 
sa‘, to conclude; and, however warmly it admo- 
nished the country against a national debt, yet 
these admonitions were all uttered at a moment 
when a national debt had already been begun, and 
begun in time of peace. 

Mr. W. having resumed his seat, 

Mr. WRIGHT said he rose to make a very few 
explanations, and would detain the Senate but a 
few miputes, 

He thought the Senator in error as to his addi- 
tional six millions of means which had been ex- 
pended during the term of the present Administra- 
lion, ativing from deferred merchants’ tends. He 
spoke from recollection, and would not be confi- 
dent, but the only general suspension of bonds 
which he recollected, took place under the act of 
Congress of the 16th of October, 1837, passed at 
the extra session of that year, and that was a sus- 
pension for but nine months, and could only have 
operated upon bonds falling due in that year. 

In reference to the Senator’s remark as to the 
President’s anticipation of a further diminution of 
the expenses of the Government, he preferred that 
the President should speak for himself. The Sena- 
tor sa‘d that he assigned no other cau ¢ for the ex- 
pectation than the diminution of the pension roli by 
death. What the President did say was: 

“Causes are in operation which will, it is be- 
lieved, justify a still further redaction, without in- 
jury to any important national interest, The ex- 
penses of sustaining the troops employed in Flo- 
rida have been gradually and greatly reduced, 
through the persevering effor's of the War Depart- 
meni; and a reasonable hope may be entertained 
that the necessity for military operations in that 
quarter will soon cease. The removal of the In- 
dians from within our settled borders ‘s nearly com~- 
pleted. The pension list, one of the heaviest 
charges upon the Treasury, is rapidly diminishing 
by death. The most costly of our public butidings 
are either finished or nearly so; and we may, [ 
think, safely promise ourselves a continued exemp- 
tion from border difficulties.” < Ag 

His principal object in rising at this time, war 
tommake a correction of an error ito which the 
Senator had fallen in his first remarks, it reference 
to the manner of keeping the accotints of ihe trust 
fands at the Treasury Department, Hie had in- 
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tended to make the correction before; but not hav- 
ing noted it on his brief, it had been forgotten. He 
was expressly authorized to say that separate and 
distinet accounts of all trust funds were kept at the 
Department, with all the accuracy and care which 
characterized the keeping of any accounts there. 
The books containing these accounts were regularly 
brought up, and the statement of any such account 
could be regularly and accurately made from them 
but the state of these accounts was not, as matte 
of course, communicated to Congress with the Se. 
cretary’s financial report. Such communications 
were always made when called for, and not other- 
wise. The Senator weuld see, therefore, that his 
idea—that these accounts, and the moneys in the 
Treasury to their credit, had become intermingled 
with the general affairs of the Treasury, so that it 
was difficult to tell how the trust funds did actually 
stand—was a mistaken one. There was no confu- 
sion upon the subject at the Department. 

After a few remarks from Mr. Wes -Ter— 

Mr. Waicur said he wished to add a single re- 
mark which he had omitted when last up. The Se- 
nator complained that the sums which were stipu- 
Jated, by the Indian treaties, to be invested for the 
Indians, did not appear in the annual estimates of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. He said the Indian 
annuiiies were annually estimated for, and there- 
fore were made to appear to Congress yeatly as 
claims which must be paid. Mr. Wricnt thought 
it was a perfect answer to the suggestion to say that 
the interest upon the sums stipulated to be invested, 
and not invested, was annually estimated for, as 
the Senator would find by examining the estimates 
for the Indian Deparment, and thisestimate showed 
the liability as fully as an estimate of the principal 
woulddo. The estimate is for the annual interest 
upoh a sum named and stipulated by treaty to be 
invested. Is it possible to specify the liability more 
distinctly or plainly? Are our liabilities for the 
annuities more fully exhibited in the estimate-? Ile 
could not see that they were. 

Another single remark would contenthim. The 
Senator seemed to suppose it doubtful, from the 
message of the President, and the remarks of him- 
self, whether they did not both favor a recall of the 
moneys on deposite with the States, rather than the 
impositions of duties upon “wines and silks.” Of 
the opinion of the President upon this subject, he 
could say nothing, because the President had ex- 
pressed no opinion; and for himself, he could say 
that he had neither given, nor intended to give, any 
opinion upon this point. He would not ecriainly 
favor a recall of the money deposited with the 
States, until the Treasury wanted money, and 
when that state of facts should be shown, and he 
should be asked for a vote, either to recall those 
moneys, or to impose a duty upon wines and silks, 
he should not be found unprepared, or reluctant, to 
make the decision. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Wricnt; which was agreed to. 

And the Senate adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvaspay, December 17, 1840. 
The Hon. JOHN MOORE, member elect from 
he State of Louisiana, in the place of Rice Gar- 
LAND, resigned, was duly qualified, and took his 


seat. 
NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

The SPEAKER announced the first business in 
order to be the bill introduced by Mr. HAND, on 
Thursday last, to establish a uniform rule of natu- 
ralization, and to repeal the laws now in existence 
on that subject. 

Mr. STANLY called for the reading of the bill. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the bill was at 
the printer's, and, if there were no objection, it 
might be —_— over for the present. 

The SPEAKER then, in accordance with the 
rule, resumed the call on the States and Territories 
for petitions and memorials, commencing with the 
Territory of Iowa. 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 

Mr. CARR of Indiana. 

Mevsrs. J. W. ALLEN, DUNCAN, and TAY- 
LOR, of Ohio. 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee, 
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Messrs. GARLAND and GOGGIN of Virginia. 

{Mr. Gooomn of* Virginia presented the petition 
of Dr. Wm. B. Vaughn, of Bedford county, relat- 
ing to his newly invented self-moving locomotive 
engine, applicable to railroads, asking the aid of 
Congress. } 

Mr. KIEM of Penasylvania. 

[Mr. Krem of Pennsyivania presented the peti- 
tion o: Conrad Hertz, a soldier of the Revelution, 
asking an addition to his pension; referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions: seven peti- 
tions of similar tenor from nearly five hundred cit- 
zens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying the 
establishment of a mail route in said county; re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads 

i BREWSTER, CLARK, HOFFMAN, 
FLOYD, GATES, and MONROE, of New York. 

{Mr. FLoyp presented the petition of citizens of 
Oneida county, for the establishment of a post route 
from Clinton to Reme.]} 

Messrs, SALTONSTALL and PARMENTER, 
of Massachusetts. 

{Mr. Parmeter presented petitions of Esther 
Carter, for Revolutionary claims; Sarah T. 
Pratt, for pension; Anna Swinnerton, for pension; 
Francis Bush and cthers of Chelemford, Massa- 
chusetis, in favor of a general bankrapt law; Jona- 
than Morse and others of Methuen, for the same 
object; all of which were referred to the appro- 
priate committees. 

Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. 


{[Mr. Miiier, of Missouri, presented a petition 
signed by R. Hopkins, John P. Pool, and others, 
asking the establishment of a post road from 
Springfield, in Green county; by Robert Patter- 
son, in said county; by Isham P. Pools and Henry 
F. Ormsbey, in Pulaski county; thence to the 
town of Caledonia, in Washington county, in said 
State. Referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads.] 

The SPEAKER then resumed the call on the 
States for reports, and there being none, 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Ti1- 
Lincuast on the 10th of December, and partially 
considered on yesterday, was then taken in order: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to this House how far, and in what manner, 
the act passed at the last session, entitled “An act 


to provide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, . 


and disbursement of the public revenue,” has been 
carried into execution; whether any buildings, 
additions to, or alterations in, buildings therein au- 
thorized or required, have been commenced; at 
what cost, or contracts therefor made, or orders 
therefor given, and the terms and conditions of 
such contracts and orders; what number of clerks, 
special agents, and other officers, agents or ser- 
vanis, have been and now are employed under the 
provisions of said act, or for aid in carrying the 
same into effect, and where, and from what times, 
and at what compensations; whether each and 
every of the officers who are therein required 
to give bond have given bond, and the sum, 
sureties, and time of delivery of each bond; 
and who, if any, have not given bond; whether, 
in the collection, or keeping, or transfer, or 
disbursement of the public revenue, or any por- 
tion thereof, since said act has been in force, any 
bank has been resorted to; and, if so, what bank 
or banks, to what extent, and in what manner, and 
what propositions have been made, if any, to any 
bank therefor; and setting forth, also, in what spe- 
cific manner, whether gold or silver, or notes or 
certificates, or other and what evidences of depo- 
site or credit, all or any of the revenue has been 
co'lected or actually passed from the hands of the 
person or persons from whom the same was due, 
to the hands of the officer or officers charged with 
the immediate collection thereof, since said act has 
been in force, distinguishing, as nearly as may be, 
how much has been so collected and paid in each 
specific matter or medium of paymen!; also, set- 
ting forth how, and in what places or offices, and 
under what actual and personal custody or keep- 
ing, all and any and each portion of the revenue, 
moneys, and assurances, or evidences of debt or 
obligation, have been kept during said time; and 
how and by what agencies and aid, and what 
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forms and process, and on what terms, conditions 
and cost of exchange or transfer, and in what spe- 
cific matier, whether gold and silver, or notes or 
certificates, or other and what evidences, all, and 
any portions thereof, have been in said time dis. 
bursed and transferre¢. 

The question pending was on the motion of Mr, 
Beatty to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The motion to lay on the table was then with- 
drawn. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. RANDOLPH offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Crerx of this House pay to 
John B. Aycrigg, John P. B. Maxwell, William 
Halstead, Charles C. Stratton, and Thomas Jones 
Yorke, the same compensation per diem and mile- 
age that is allowed to members of Congress, com- 
puting the per diem from the commencement of the 
last session until the 16 h day of July last. 

After some remarks from Mr. VANDERPOEL 
as to whether a joint resolution was net the proper 
form 

Mr. TURNEY moved a reference of the resolu- 
tion to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL wished the motion of re. 
ference to the Committee of Claims might prevail. 
He hoped that course would be taken, as in case 
shou!d be compelled to vote now, he must state his 
reasons for voting against the resolution. 

Mr. HOFFMAN hoped the resdlution wonld be 
adopted forthwith. He contended that the money 
ought to be paid promptly; otherwise, in cases of 
contested election which might hereafter occur, 
the candidates would be afraid to proceed to the 
seat of Government. 

Mr. RANDOLPH demanded the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded, and thereby cut off the 
motion of reference. 

The main question on the resolution was then 
ordered. 

The question then recurring on its adoption, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and about to be taken, 
when 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved to lay the resolution 
on the table, and on the motion demanded the yeas 
and nays; which being ordered, resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 127,as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V’ 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Carr, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coles, Connor, Crary, Cross, Davee, John 
Davis, Doan, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hill 
of North Carolina, Jackson, Jameson, Cave John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Leadbetter, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Medill, Newhard, 
Parrish, Parris, Petrikin, Reynolds, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thos. Smith, 
Starkweather, Strong, Sweney, Philip P. Thomas, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watiter- 
son, and Jared W. Williams—52. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, 
Bond, Botts, Breckenridge, Briggs, Brockway, 
Sampson H. Butler, William O. Batler, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Clark, 
J. Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crans- 
ton, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, E. Davies, J. 
chn W. Davis, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Den- 
nis, Dellet, Doe, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fill- 
more, Fisher, Galbraith, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Grenger, Green, Grinnel!, Haber- 
sham, Hall, William S. Hastings, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hillen, Hoffman, 
Hook, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kempsbal!, Lane, Leet, Leonard, 
Lincoln, McCarty, McClure, Marchand, Marvin, 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Montgome- 
ty, Moore, Morgar, Morrow, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, 
Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Paynter, Peck, Pickens, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Kariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Edward , Russell, Saltonstall, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sianly, Stuart, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, 
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John B. Thompson, Tilinghas’, Toland, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Peier J. Wagner, Warren, 
John White, Thomas W. Williaws, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, and Wise—127. 

So the motion to lay on the table was negatived. 

The question then recurring on the adoption cf the 
resolatiop, the yeas and nays were ordeied, and the 
Clerk proceed in the ca] cf the roll until he came 
to name of 

Mr. WISE, who asked the House to excuse him 
from voting, on the ground that neither he vor the 
House had yet heard the evidence on which the in- 
dividuals whose names appeared in the resolution 
had been refused their seats. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman was not in 
order, as the request could be reccived only by ge- 
neral consent. 

Mr. WISE then gave notice that he would re- 
fuse to vote until he had heard the testimony by 
which the claimants to the seats were rejecte?. 

The Crer« then proceeded in the call of the roll; 
after which, 

Mr. LEADBETTER wished also to be excused 
from voting, on the ground that the appropriation 
of mosey in this ma‘ter was unconstitutional. Mr. 
L. however, subscquently withdrew his request. 

The result of the vote wasthen announced, as 
follows—yeas 118, nays 67. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, 
Bond, Botts, Breckenridge, Briggs, Brockway, 
Sampson H. Butler, William O. Builer, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Clark, 
James Coop.r, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Cranston, Creckett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Da- 
vies, John W. Davis, Garret Dav.s, Dawson, De- 
berry, Dennis, Dellet, Doe, Edwards, Evans, Eve- 
rett, Fillmore, Galbraith, Gates, Gentry, Giddincs, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Grin- 
nell, Habersham, Wall, William S. Hastings, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hillof Virginia, Hoft- 
man, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, Lane, 
Leonard, Lincoln, McCarty, McClure, Mallory, 
Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Morrow, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, 
Parmenter, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, 
Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Triplett, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, War- 
ren, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, and Winthrop—118. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Aa- 
ron V. Brown, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor, Crary, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
Doao, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Garland, Gerry, Griffin, Hand, Hill of 
North Carolina, Hook, Hopkins, Jackson, Jame- 
son, Cave Johnson, Nathanie! Jones, Keim, Kem- 
ble, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Medill, 
Miller, Parrish, Partis, Paynter, Peirikia, Pren- 
tiss, Reynolds, Rives, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, ‘Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Strong, Pailip F. Thomas, Turney, Underwood, 
Veatepen, Watterson, and Jared W. Williams 

So the resolution was adop‘ed. 

Mr. ADAMS rose to ask the consent of the 
House to give the use of the hall to the “National 
lostitution for the promotion of the Arts and Sci- 
ences,” formed Jast year in this city. The Secre- 
tary of War was its ex officio presiding officer, and 
he had been »equested by the society to deliver an 
address before them on the 4th of Janua'y next. 
Mr. A. hoped therefore that the use of the hall 
would be given on the evening in question, for that 
purpose. He then made a motion to that effect. 

Mr. PICKENS rose to object to the use of the 
hall being granted for any such purpose. He had 
embraced the p esent opportuntity of giving his 
views on the subject, because he had no sub- 
Stantial objection to the object proposed by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. In his opi- 

niop, the hall ought to be used for no other 


purpose than that for which it was designed. 
He even objected to the use of the ball being givea 
for preaching, in the manner in which it had been 
sometimes conducied. If the privilege were given 
to one society, it might, on the same principle, be 
extended to other societies of conflicting views. 
Besides, if the request of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachuseits should be granted in this instance, it 
would be establishing a precedent in which the use 
of the hall could be claimed by societies, the prin- 
ciples of which were at war wiih the peace and 
safety of thé Union. 

He fully concurred in the views presenied by 
the eitizens of this District on the subject, and 
trusted the request would not be granted. 

After some remarks from Mr. STANLY, 

Mr. ADAMS adverted to the fact that the use of 
the hail had, time afer time, been granted to va- 
rious societies, and hoped that in the prevent case 
the rule would not be departed from. But the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina had carried his objec- 
tion still further, and wished to abolish preaching 
in the House. That, however, was not now the 
question, but if it should be brought uphe, Mr. A. 
would give his reasons why the practice of preach- 
ing ought to be continued. Mr. A. then madesome 
humorous allusions to the “societies” of which, 
said he, the gentleman from South Caro!ina ap- 
pears to have so much horror. 

The question being on the motion to grant leave, 

Mr. PICKENS demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WISE said he would not have said a word 
if the yeas and nays had not been called for. He 
should be g!ad to allow the use of the hall to any 
society that was decent and not dangerous to the 
country. Mr. W. said this wasthe people's House 
for all proper purposes, but whenever any improper 
society should ask for the ure of it, he would be 
among the first torefuse it. In the present instance, 
he hoped the request would be complied with. 

Mr. DAWSON obrerved that it was known he 
bad been a uniform opposer of motions to grant the 
use of the hall for such purposes. If the use of 
the building were granted to the Nationa! Institute, 
every other society in the country would be entitled 
to the same privilege; and if they should apply, on 
what ground could they be refused? He was for re- 
restricting the use of the hall to the legislative business 
of the country. The building was erected for that 
and no other purpose. There weie 247 members on 
the floor, who fully occupied it, whereas, in case 
the lecture should be delivered, perhaps 1,500 per- 
sons would wish to be present. He thought,:there- 
fore, in point of convenience only, the churches 
and other buildings in the city would be far pre- 
ferable. He hoped the application would be re- 
jected. 

Mr. CRAIG did not think the Huse would be 
bound to grant the use of the hall to any society, 
merely because it had extended the privilege to 
some of a proper character. 

Mr. COOPER agreed with the gentleman from 
Virginia that this was the House of the people; but 
the people, in erecting it, had decided to what pur- 
pose it was to be devoted, viz: as a hall of legisla- 
tion. He therefore considered they had no autho- 
rity to grant the request now made, and should 
vole against it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi desired to know 
at whose expense the lights were furnished, when 
the use of the hall was granted for such purposes. 
If the expense did not exceed a single cent, it ia- 
volved the same principle as if it were a thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. WISE thought. if the Secretary of War 
gave light to the House by his lecture, it was no 
more than fair that the House should in return 
furnish light to him and iis bearers. His maxim 
was, “‘light for light.” 

The question on the motion was then taken by 
yeas and nays, and resulted as tollows—yeas 88, 
nays 84. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John .W. A'len, Bar- 
nard, Beatty, Bell, Boardman, Bond, Botts, Breck- 
enridge, Briggs, Brockway, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Clark, James Cooper, William R. Cooper, Craig, 
Crockett, Cushing, Edward Davies, Deberry, Den- 
nis, Dejlet, Duncan, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fletcher, Galbraith, Garland, Gentry, Giddings, 


Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Grinnell, 
Hand, William S. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, 
Hook, Hunt, Jackson, James, Keim, Kemble, 
Keinpshall, Kille,Leet, Lincoln, McCiure, Marvin, 
Mason, Miller, Montanya, Calvary Morris, Mor- 
row, Ogle, Parmenter, Paynter, Peck, Proffit, Ran- 
dolpb, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Rideway, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Simonton, Albert Smith, Traman Smith, 
Stanly, Starkweather, Stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, 
John White, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, and 
Wise—88. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Baker, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, Sampson H. Butler, Wm. O. Batler, 
Calhoun, Carroll, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, 
Dana, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, 
D.ckerson, Doe, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, 
Gates, Griffin, Habersham, Hammond, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hopkins, Jame- 
son, Charles Johnston, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, Lane, Leadbetter, Lowell, Lucas, McClel- 
lan, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Nisbet, O.- 
borne, Palen, Parrish, Parris, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Reynolds, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Strong, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Johan B. Thomdson, Triplett, 
‘Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Watterson, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams 
—84. 

So leave was granted. 

Mr. BOTTS, on leave, submitted the following 
resolation: ° 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be in- 
stracted to report by what authority the sum of 
$1,180 50 was paid to Charles J. Ingersoll, esq. for 
his expenses in taking testimony, etc. in the con- 
tested election with Charles Naylor, esq. pending 
the last session of Congress, and out of what fond 
such amount was paid, as reported in document No. 
7 to this Houre. 

Mr. MEDILL moved to amend, by including 
ithe expenses in the cases of Messrs. Aycrigg and 
his colleezgues from New Jersey, and also Mr, 
Naylor. 

Mr. BOTTS accepted Mr. Menit.’s proposi- 
tion. 

At the suggestion of Mr. McKay, the resolution 
was further modified by substituting the Committee 
of Accounts for the Clerk. 

Alter some conversation as to the details of the 
resolution, 

Mr. BOTTS withdrew his acceptance of the mo- 
difications proposed, and adhered to the resolution 
as originally proposed. 

Mr. MEDILL wished to have some information 
in relation to the witnesses who were examined on 
the part of Mr. Navytor. 

Mr. NAYLOR replied that the bills in favor of 
his witnesses were not paid. They were passed by 
the Committee on Accounts, and the money ten- 
dered to him by the Clerk put believing such a pay- 
meat would be illegal, it was refused. 

Afier some further conversation of a desultory 
character, the amendment of Mr. Mepitt was 
withdrawn. 

The questi2n was then taken on the resolution of 
Mr. Borrs, and it was agreed to. 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Mr. MONROE gave notice of a bill to abolish 
imprisonment for debt in certain cases. 

Mr. BREWSTER gave notice of a bill making 
appropriations for the improvement of certal,-®ay- 
bors on the Northern and Northwestern Lakes. 

Mr. BARNARD moved the following resolution, 
which was read and laid on the table one day, un- 
der the rule, and ordered to be printed: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury do 
make to this House a report to the following effect, 
Vig: 

1. A statement showing the aggregate revenue 
which accrued to the Government from customs, 
from lands, and under the head of what is usually 
denominated “miscellaneous,” in the years 1837, 
1838, 1839, and 1840, estimating for the last quar- 
ter of the latter year; and showing also the aggre. 
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gale expenditures during the same years, estimat- 
ing for the ast quarter of 1840, excluding sll pay- 
ments on account of the redemption of Treasury 
notes, and also all payments on account of trast 
funds, except so far as such funds have failed to 
produce the full amount of interest or annuity 
actuaily paid on account of them. The statement 
to show the general balance between such revenue 
and expenditures for the whole period. 

2. A statement showing the sources from which 
money has been derived to the Treasury, within 
the four years above mentioned, and the amount 
from each source, with the aggregate; estimating 
jor amounts received or receivable m the last quar- 
ter of 1840. ‘This statement to include the sum 
actually received in the Treasury after setting 
apart the original amount for deposite with 
the States under the deposite act of 1836; the 
amount of the fourth instalment of deposite money 
under that act which was finally retained in the 
‘Treasury; the amount of trust or indemnity funds 
(if any) received and not invested; the amount of 
‘Treasury notes which will be ouistanding on the 
ist of January, 1841, with the interest accrued on 
them; the amount received on old duty bonds, the 
payment of which bad been postponed; the amount 
received on bonds for the sale of the stock of the 
United States in the late Bank of the United States; 
and the amount received from various banks which 
suspended in 1837. This statement to show how 
rmouch, if any, of these moneys remain, or wi'l be in 
the Treasury on the Ist day of January, 1841. 

3. A statement (as far as the same is known, or 
can be readily ascertained) showing in what cases, 
if any, and to what extent acd pecuniary amount, 
public works have been or wiil be carried on, or 
services rendered in behalf of the Government, 
under appropriations of the present year, or of past 
years, durmg the year 1840, (except under the Post 
Oftice Department,) in regard to which any special 
agreement or understanding whatever exists that 
the payment therefor should net be called for, and 
should not be made in the year 1840, or until after 
the 4th day of March, 1841. 

4. A statement showing what will be the pro- 
bable amount out of the new and permanent 
appropriations, as exhibited in the estimates of the 
Secretary of the 7th and 8th December instant, 
for the year 1841, which will remain unexpended 
or uncalled for at the close of the year 1841. 

5. A statement showing the amounts which;will 
be required to purchase stock, or make invest- 
ments, for or in behalf of Indians or Indian tribes, 
pursuant to any treaty or other stipulation other 
than such as may have been estimated for by the 
Secretary in his report of the 7:h December in- 
Slant. 

6. A statement showing more particularly than 
appears from his report of the 7th mber in- 
stant, how much the expenses of 1841 will fall be- 
low those cf 1840, On accountof each of the fol- 
lowing particulars, namely: because “the pensions 
have diminished by death;” because “fewer Indians 
remain to be removed;” because “several expen- 
sive public buildings have been mostly finished;” 
and because “hostilities with the Seminoles must 
be nearer to a close.” 


7. Astatement showing the amount of claims 
now pending in the Department, growing out of the 
Florida war, or relations wiih Indians, or other- 
wise, whether such claims have been considered or 
passed upon or not, with the probable or proximate 
amount, in the aggregate, of such claims which 
will become a charge upon the Treasury, as nearly 
as the Sccretary is able to ascertain or to judge 
thereof, with the means he has, or can readily 
comasitiid. 

_ Mr. HUNT of New York offered the follow- 

ing: 

Joimt resolution proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, and limitin 
the term of office of the President of the Uni 
States. 

Resclved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States ef America in Congress assem- 
bled, (two thirds of both Houses deeming it neces- 
sary,) That the following article be proposed to 
ihe Legislatures of the several States, as an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, which 
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article, when ratified by three-fourths of the said 
Legislature, to be valid, to all intents and pur- 
poses, as part of the said Constitution, viz: 

“The President of the United States shall hold 
his office but for one term of four years, and shall 
be ineligible thereafter.” 

Referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. MARCHAND, it was 

Resolud, That the Commitite on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into tke expediency 
of placing the name of Samuel Neely cn the list of 
invalid pensioners, and that the zccompanying pa- 
pers be referred to said committee. 

On mction of Mr. TOLAND, it was 

Resolved, That Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to this House any report or 
o'her official communication made to him since the 
lst of May last by the collector of the port of 
Philadelphia, or any other person, in relation to 
the condition of the custom-house building at said 

ort. 
; On motion of Mr. HENRY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of making immediate provision for 
issuing land scrip to States for military bounty 
land warrants in all cases where warrants are oul- 
standing for services in the late or Revolutionary 
war, or to make such other provision as the com- 


| miltee may deem most expedient. 


On motion of Mr. HAMMOND, it was 

Resolved, Toat the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of per- 
mitting Abbot Green and George Schnable, of 
Pennsylvania, to apply the money they have depo- 
sited with the Treasurer of the United States for 
the purpose of paying for lands which they might 
purchase from the United States at priva'e,entry, in 
payment for lands which they may hereafter pur- 


| chase at public sales. 


Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON inquired if the se- 
lect committee appointed last session on the subject 


_ of a national foundry was considered as so far in 


exis‘ence as to be authorized to submit their report 
at this session. 

Mr. JOHNSON made a statement of circum- 
stances which took place at the last session, which 
induced him to believe the committee was con- 
tinued over to the present session. 

The SPEAKER answered that the committee 
was discharged by the adjournment of the last ses- 
sion, and could not now report. 

Mr. JOHNSON then moved that the commitice 
be revived; which was ordered by the House. 

Mr. BOTTS moved the following: 

1. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report to this House the amount of 
Treasury notes and drafts that have been issued 
and drawn since the 1st of January, 1840, with the 
respective dates at which such notes and drafis 
have been issued and drawn; together with the 
names of the persons to whom or in whose favor 
and for whose benefit such drafts have been drawn, 
and the cervice, consideration, or object for which 
they have been drawn. 

2. Resolved, That he be directed to report at 
what time or times, and what amount of Treasury 
notes, if any, have been deposited with any of the 
banks, and, if any, which of such banks, and at 
what time; what amount, and what description of 
funds, if any, were received from the banks in 
which such deposiies were made; and whether said 
money was left in deposite in said banks, or trans- 
ferred to the Independent or Sub-Treasury as di- 
rected by law, and at what time the interest com- 
menced on the notes thus deposited. 

The SPEAKER was about to put the question 
on these resolutions, when it was objected to, be- 
cause they should lie on the table one day for con- 
sideration. . 

Mr. BOTTS moved to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of considering the resolutions at this time, 
and called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. They were taken, and resulied—for the 
suspension 89; against it, 60, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Bell, Board- 
man, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, 
Wa, B. Campbell, Carter, Cassy, Clark, James 





Coeper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing 
Etward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberiy, 
Doe, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Garland, Gates, 
Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Grin. 
nell, Habersham, Wm. S. Hastings, Henry, Hii 
of Virginia, James, Charles Johnston, Wm. Cost 
Johnson, Lane, L'ncola, Lucas, Marvin, Mason, 
Morgan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Ogle, Palen, 
Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randal!, Randolph, Rariden, 
Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstal), 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stuart, Sumter, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trom- 
bull, Uaderwood, P. J. Wagner, John White, L, 
Williams, C. H. Williams, Winthrop, and Wise 
—80. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Linn Banks, Beaity, 
Beirne, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Wm. 
O. Butler, Carr, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, 
Crary, John W. Davis, Doig, Duncan, Earl, 
Floyd, Griffin, Hand, Hawkins, Hillen, Jackson, 
Jameson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kille, Leet, 
Leonard, ‘Lowell, McClellan, McClure, McCul- 
loch, McKay, Marchand, Medil!, Montanya, Par- 
rish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Rey- 
nolds, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Stark- 
weather, Strong, Swearingen, Sweney, Philip F. 
Thomas, John B. Thompson, Torney, Vanderpoel, 
Vroom, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Henry Williams—6). 

Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, tke 
rules were not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, it 
was 

Ordered, That the bill and accompanying report 
in relation to illegal and fraudulent sales of the 
public lands in the miving districts of Wiskonsin, 
be printed. 

Oa motion of Mr. GRAHAM, it was 

Resclved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire inte the expediency of paying 
Wm. Cunningham, of North Carolina, for services 
rendered to the United States as wagon-master, 
when the Government was preparing to remove 
the Cherokee Indians. 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, it was 

Resolved, Tnat the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to send to this House a copy of the corre- 
spondence between him and the Treasurer of the 
United States, and between the Treasurer and any 
of his clerks, relative to the actual operation of the 
Sab-Treasury bill, as it passed the Senate of the 
United States. 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, it was 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to place such books and papers in his De- 
partment as are not wanted for immediate use, in the 
fire-proof vaults of the Treasury building. 

This resolution was read, and disagreed to. 

SALARY OF CHAPLAINS. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia, under the notice 
heretofore given, asked leave io introduce a bill to 
repeal the laws now in force fixing the salary of 
the Chaplain. 

Some objection being made to granting leave 
“ introduce the bill, it was read throughout to the 

ouse. 

Mr. REED called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, ard, being taken, the vote stood: 
For granting leave, 21, against it, 140, as follows: 

YEAS—Mersrs. Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Carr, 
Mark A. Cooper, John Davis, John W. Davis, 
Dawson, Edwards, Griffin, Hillof North Carolina, 
Hubbar!, James, Jameson, Jenifer, Nathaniel 
Jones, McKay, Mitcheil], Mon'gomery, Petrikin, 
Sumter, and ‘lurney—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
derson, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Beatty, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boardman, Bond, Brew- 
ster, Briggs, Brockway, Albert G. Brown, Calhoun, 
Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Clark, Clifford, 
Connor, James Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cranston, 
Crary, Crockett, Dana, Thomas Devee, Edward 
Davies, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dennis, Dickerson, 
Deilet, Doe, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Evans, Everett, 
Fillmore, Fine, Fister, Floyd, Garland, Gates, 
Gen y, Giddings, Goggin Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Green, Hammond, Hand, William S. Hastings, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hillen, 


‘Hoffman, Hopkins, Hynt, Jackson, Charies Jobn- 
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ston, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kembie, Kille, Lane, Leet, Leonard, 
Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McClure, 
Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Montanya, Naylor, 
Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Parris, Payn- 
ter, Peck, Pope, Preffit, Randall, Randolph, Rari- 
den, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, 
Russell, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Simon op, Slade, 
John Smith, Traman Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, 
Strong, Stuart, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip F. 
Tnomas, Wad!ly Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Triplett, Tramball, Underwood, Van- 
derpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Wagner, John White, Jared W. Williams, Thos. 
W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wiliiams, 
Winthrop, and Wise—140. 

So leave was refuse’. 

Mr. COOPER then asked leave to introduce a 
resolution direc'ing an inquiry into the expediency 
of repealing the law now in force fixing the salary 
of the Chaplains to Congress. 

The resolution was read, and 

Mr. C. expiained the object of the inquiry he 
proposed. 

Objection was made to granting leave, and so 
the matter rests. 

Mr. DAWSON moved the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby, requested to communicate to this Hou:e 
the number of claims which have been presented 
to that Department for horses, &c. lost in the seve- 
ral campaigns in Fiorida against the Seminole In. 
dians; how many have been allowed and paid; and 
the reasons why the others have not been paid. 
And that the Secretary of War be also requesied to 
recommend such amendments to the Jaws regulat- 
ing such claims as he may deem necessary to se- 
cure to the soldiers a remuneration for the losses 
thus sustained in the service of the country. 

This resolution, uader the ruies, was laid over 
one day. 

Mr. DAWSON asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to consider it at this time, which was re- 
fused. 

Mr. TURNEY then moved to suspend the rules, 
but two-thirds not voling therefor, the rules were 
not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was 

Resolved, That the President inform this House 
what appropriations of money at the last session of 
Congress were expended by him; designating to 
what particular objects such appropriations were 
made, and the specified sums suspended; and what 
sums continued to be so suspended at the com- 
mencement of the present session, and their objects 
respectively. 

Mr. WELLER moved;an adjournment, which 
Was not carried, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a resoluticn proposing 
the following amendment to the rules: 

“All the States and Territories shall be called for 
resolutions On each alternate Monday during each 
session; and, if necessary to secure this object on 
said days, all resolutions which shall give rise to 
debate shail lie over for one day, and on the next 
subsequent day appropriated to resolutions; and 
after all the Siates and Territories shail have been 
ealled through, the resolutions so lying over shall 
come up in the order in which they were respective- 
ly offered.” 

Mr. A. moved to suspend the rule to consider the 
resoluiion at this time; which motion to suspend 
was not carried, and the re: o'ution was laid over. 


Mr. CROCKETT, under the notice given by 
him some days ago, asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill to amend an act to authorize the 
State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect ti- 
lles to the Jands therein des ‘ribed, and to settle the 
claims to the vacant and unappropriated lands 
within the same; which was twice read, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, it was 
_ Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
insiructed to inquire into the expediency of paying 
John G. Bibb for a horse and other property lost in 
the Florida war. 


m, motion of Mr. JOSEPH L, WILLIAMS, it 
as 
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Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Post Office 
end Post Roads inquire into the expedieacy of es- 
tablishing a direct coztinucus mail route from Ash- 
ville, North Caroliva, to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
via the counties ot Cocke, Sevier, Blount, Mon- 
roe, McMinn, and Bradley, Tennessee; the coun- 
ties of Cass, and Murray, Geurgia; and the coun- 
lies of Benton and S:. Ciair, Alabama. 

On motionof Mr. GOODE, it was 

Resolved That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
required toreport to this House whether any, and, 
if any, what, part of the surplus, or additional sec- 
lions, or paris of sections, (lying along and adjoin- 
ing the aliernate sections on the Miami Canal, in 
the Staie of Ohio, and withheld from sale at the 
Same time, the said aliernate sections being within 
them,) has been sold since the first day of January, 
A. D. 1836; also, that he state to whom said Jans 
have been sold, at what land office, at what time, 
at what price, and whether the patents have been 
issued for ie said lands, aud, if not, whether it is 
the intention of said Department to is‘ue sad pa- 
tenis, and whether said sales were in pursaance of 
the order of said Department or no!; and that he 
furnish copies of all instructions, given by the dif- 
ferent Commissioners of the General Land Office 
from time to time, relating to the withholding from 
sale of lands on the route of t+ said Miami Canal, 
and on the Anglaize river, in the Siate of Ohio, as 
alternate seciion® on said canal; and all the corre- 
spondence of sail Depariment with the Cflicers of 
ihe Jand <ffice where said lands may have been 
sold, and the corresponcence of the said Depart- 
ment wihal others cn the subject of said addi- 
tional sections, or the sale thereof; and that he also 
furnish this House wih a copy of the order or rule 
of the Department of the 1st day of January, 1835, 
relative to the manner in which lands are allowed 
to be entered which have been subject to private 
entry, but withheld from sale from any caase. 

Oa motion of Mr. PROFFIT, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before this House, at as early a day as pos- 
sible, copies of all correspondence between the De- 
partment and Superintendents of the Cumberlini 
Road in Ohio, Indiana, and Iilincis, during the 
year 1840. Also, copies of all correspondence 
during the same time between the Department and 
the Superintendent of public works on the lake bor- 
der of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Wis- 
konsin. Also, copies of correspondence and orders 
to suspend operations on the public works and sell 
the public property and machinery, if such has been 
given. 





CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. RARIDEN moved the foliowing: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of set- 
ting apart three hundred thoasand dollars per an- 
num ot the proceeds of the public lands for the con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland Road in Ohio to its 
western termination, to be constructed ia acontinu- 
ous line from East to West, and of distributing the 
residue of the said proceeds amoug the several 
Siates upon the principle of what is eatied Mr. 
Ciay’s land bill, taking the census of 1840 as the 
basis of the distribution. 


Mr. HUBBARD moved to lay the resolation on 
the table. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were ordered; 
but before taking, 

A motion to adjourn was made aad prevailed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, Dec. 18, 1840. 

After the journai had been read, 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Ways and 
Means, on leave, introduced a bill making appro- 
priation for the paymen‘ of Revolutionary and 
oon pensioners of the United States for the year 

The bill was read a first.2nd second time, when 

Mr. J. moved that it be referred to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

_Mr. ADAMS desired to know whether, in that 
bill, any provision had beea made for the payment 
of navy pensions. 


Mr. JONES replied that there had not, as that 
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subject had been referred to the Commitise on Na- 
val Affirs. 

Mr. ADAMS said that as payment to the nava' 
pensione:s would have to be made on the first of 
January, he hoped the Commitiee on Naval Affaus 
would make a speedy report. 

Mr. REED observed that since the subject had 
been referred to the committee, ifs chairman had 
not been present. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the committee would not 
wailfor ibe chairman. There was but a short pe- 
riod intervening between now and the time when 
the money would be due. Besides, there was a 
special recommendation submitted tu the House by 
the President on the subject. He trusted, there- 
fore, that speedy ac'ion would be had, and that the 
fauhof the nation pledged to these pensioners 
would not be endangered by the fact that the chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs was ab- 
sent from his post, 

The question on the reference of the bill to the 
Commi tee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
was thon taken and decided in the affirmative. So 
the bill was reierred, and, with the accowpanyiug 
documents, ordered to be printed. 

Ou motion of Mr. JONES, the Committee on 
Waysand Means were authorized tw empioy a 
clerk at the rate of $4 per day. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky gave notice that he 
wouid, at some future day, ask leave to introduce 
a billto limit the compensation and emoluments 
of district atloiueys, marshals, clerks, collectors ot 
poris, aud other officers of the-United Staies; and 
to regulate the fee bill and cosis to be taxed in 
suits in the United Siates courts. 

Mr. EVANS, on leave, presented 2 petition nu- 
merousiy signed by citizens of Portland, Maine, on 
the subject of the colcnial tiade; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON moved that when 
the House adjourned, it adjourn to Monday next. 
Mr. J. ob:erved that some time would be required 
to repair and rep!ace the seats, which had been da- 
masged by the fall of the chandelier. He hoped, 
therefore, that the motion would be concurred in, 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. JOHNSON then moved that the House do 
adjourn; which motion was also agreed to. 

Aad the House adjourned to Monday next. 


IN SENATE, 


Monpay, December 21, 1841. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, Mr. SMITH of Connecticat, 
and Mr. WALKER, appeared in their places this 
morning. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a document in 
relation to the claims of the representatives of Col. 
Francis Vige; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of William 
Po!k; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Oa motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, th: petition and 
papers of Jacob Peanell, now on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce; and the petition 
and papers of Richard B. Mason were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Jerry Hi- 
nant; which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of the 
President and Directors of the Grand Gu'f Rail- 
road Company, praying for a remission cf duties 
on certain railroad iron imported; which was rezfer- 
red to the Committee on Finance. 

Oa motion by Mr. W. the petition and papers 
of John Hatchins and others, now. on file, were 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Oa motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petition and pa- 





_pers of Catharine Haywood, and of Catharine 


’ ‘Howard, were taken from the files and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. P.’also, moved that John Bauer have leave 
to withdraw his petition and papers; which was 
agreed to. : 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the petition and 
papers of Daniel Steenrod, now on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 
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Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition of a large 
number of citizens of New York, praying the pas- 
sage of uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcy; 
which was referred tothe Commiltee onthe Ju- 
diciary. a . 

Mr. LINN presented an additional document in 
relation to the claim of the Missouri volunteers; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. ANDERSON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to authorize the Legisiature,of the State of Arkansas 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for the use 
of schools in that State; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Ccmmittee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Pablic Lands, to which was referred the re- 
solution to inquire into the propriety of additional 
compensation to registers and receivers in certain 
cases, mace an unfavorable report thereon; and the 
committee were discharged from its further conside- 
ration. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill to amend an act entitled “An 
act to authorize the State of Tennessee to issue 
grants and perfect titles to certain Jands therein de- 
scribed, and to settle the claims to the vacant and 
unappropriated lands within the same,” passed the 
18th day of of April, 1806, which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred a bill to grant other lands to the inha- 
bitants of townships deprived of the 16:h section 
by Indian reservations, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, as there was a gene- 
ral bill on the subject already on the calendar. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the establishment of a per- 
manent prospective pre-emption law, reported the 
same without amendment, and asked that it might 
be made the order of the day for Monday next; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; and 

A bill for the relief of Richard T. Banks; 
severally reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
C'aims, to which was referred the petition of James 
W.lliams, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mitiee on the Judiciary; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of Charles Howe; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
various memorials had been referred, reported the 
following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Hernandez; 

A bill for the relief of Gad Humphreys; 

A bill for the relief of Malachi Hagan; 

A bill for the relief of John J. Bulow; 

A bill for the relief of Clemens, Bryan, and 
Company; and 

A bill for the relief of John Moore. 

These bills were severally read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
bance, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of Joab Seely, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill for the reduction and graduation of 
the price of the public lands, reported the same 
with an amendment; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Nathaniel Pryer. 

Mr. PRENTISS, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of John MeLeod; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the petition and 
papers of Abraham White, and of Mary Brush, 
were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. M. from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, reported a bill for the relief of the How- 
ard Institution of the city of Washington; and 


A bill for the relief of John Carier; which were 
severally read, and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill making appropria- 
tions for the removal of the raft in Red river, re- 
ported the same without amendment, and asked 
that it might be made the order of ihe day for 
Thuisday next; which was agreed to. 

Mr. K. also, from the same commitice, to which 
was referred the bill authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to procure steam vessels for the reve- 
nue service, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred 

The bill allowing drawback upon foreign mer- 
chandise exported in the original packages to Chi- 
huahua and Sante Fe, in Mexico; 

The bill for the relief of the Piumb Island Bridge 
Company; and 

The bill for the relief cf Noah Miller and others; 
severally reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. CALHOUN gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to cede the pub- 
lic lands to the States in which they lie, upon certain 
conditions. 

Mr. WILLIAMS , from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the bil! to make new 
provisions respecting navy pensions, and making 
further provisions in relation to navy pensioners 


reported the same without amendment, and asked | 


that it might mightbe made the speeial order of 
the day for Wedn«sday next, which was agreed to. 

Mr. FULTON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Henry Wilson. 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained Jeave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Thomas L. Winthrop and others, directors 
of an association called the New England Mississip- 
pi Land Company; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Joshua E. Nourse; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill to increase the compensation of cer- 
tain officers of the revenue cutters while serving in 
the navy of the United States; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which the subject had been referred, re- 
ported a bill to extend the time for taking the sixth 
census; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the improvement of certain harbors on the 
Northern and Northwestern lakes; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petitions of John 
Jordan, Frederick Seigle, William Ramsey, John 
H. Piatt, and Moses Elder, which were severally 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
James McCrory; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on-Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the petition and 
papers of Isaac Bronson were withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. H. the petition and papers of 
Moses and Harriet Strong, and of Hugh Stewart, 
were withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the bill reviving 
and extending the charters of the banking instita- 
tions of the District was taken up, and Mr. T. 
moved an amendment thereto; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. T. said this bill proposed to revive the char- 
ters of a number of banks in the District of Co- 
lombia, which charters were not then before them. 
He understcod the charters were alike, and there- 
fore he moved the printing of the charter of the 
Bank of the Metropolisonly, with the various amend- 
ments thereto, for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. KING could not see the necessity of print- 
ing the charter, as it had been already printed, and 
the Senator could see it at the Clerk’s table. He 
hoped, therefore, the honorable Senator would 
wi'hdraw his proposition. 


Mr. TAPPAN said he had not been able to find 
the charters in any of the documents printed for the 
use of the Senate; but if the Senator from Alabama 
had a copy, and would lend it to him, he would be 
satisfied; for otherwise he knew not where to pro- 
cure one. 

The question was then taken on the printing, 
and agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the peii- 
tions of John Piper and Anthony Gale, now on 
file, were referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. MOUTCN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow. 
ing bills: 

A bill for the relief of George de Passau of Lou- 
isiaka; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Lovi- 
siana; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Loui- 
siana; 

A bill to confirm claim to lands in the district 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers; 

A bill to confirm certain Jand claims in the Oua- 
ch:ta land district, in the State of Louisiana; 

A bill confirming certain land claims in Lou- 
isiana; 

A bill for the relicf of Jean Baptiste Grainger; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De 
Lusser, and their legal representatives; 

A biil for the relief of Juan Belgar; 

A bill for the relief of the legal heirs and repre- 
sentatives of William Conway; 

A bill for the relief of Pierre Babin; 

A bill to confirm certain land claims jn the 
Greenburg Land District, State of Louisiana; 

A bill for the relief of John Compton, assignee 
of Ganigues Fiaujac; 

A bill for the relief of Jean Baptist Comeau; 

A bil confirming the claim of John Baptiste 
Lecompte to a tract of land in Louisiana; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Malette, widow of Gaspard Phiole. 

These bills were severally read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, Taat the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire inte the expediency of granting 
further time for payment to the deposite banks in 
the city of Natchez, in the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed te: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to inform the Senate what sales of pub- 
lic lands have been made in the State of Michigan, 
north of the line dividing townshipstwelve and 
thirteen north, and west of the line dividing ranges 
two and three, west of the principal meridian. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: ' 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be requested to send te the Senate all the docu- 
ments and papers relating to the reports of the 
different boards of commissioners acting under the 
act for the final adjustment of claims to lands in 
the State of Louisiana, approved February 6, 1835. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary cause the chande- 
lier suspended in the Senate chamber to be re- 
moved as soon as it can conveniently be done. 

The resolution submitted some days since call- 
ing on the President jor information relative to the 
Northeastern boundary, was taken up; and on mo- 
tion by Mr. BUCHANAN; referred to the Coni- 
mitiee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. PRESTON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Tho- 
mas Cooper, deceased; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. P. also, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Gen. John E. Wool and Gen. George 
Croghan; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Cemmitiee on Military affairs. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill supplementary to an 
act to abolish imprisonment for debt in certain 
cases. 
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Mr. KING said, that he had received a letter 
from an unfortunate debtor in New York in rela- 
tion to the subject-matter of this bill. ‘The laws of 
New York, prior to the last session of her Legisla- 
tare, had recognised a distinction between resident 
and non-resident debtors. The resident debtors 
were exempted from imprisonment for debt in cer- 
tain cases. The non-resident debtors were still 
subject to it. At the last session of the Legislature 
of New York, the discrimination was repealed, 
and both classes of debtors placed on the same 
footing. But the act of Congress of 1839, to abo- 
lish imprisonment for debt in certain cases, having 
passed before the act passed by New York last win- 
ter, was not applicable to non-residents of that 
State. The provisions of the present bill would 
extend the benefit of the Jaw of 1839 to that class 
of debtors. He trusted that no objection would 
be made to its passage at once. 

Mr. WALL begged leave to return his thanks 
to his honorable friend from Alabama, for bringing 
this bill before the Senate at this time; and he hoped 
that his motion would be unanimously sustained. 
He fully concurred with him in the propriety, and 
he might add the justice and necessity of the imme- 
diate action of the Senate. He believed that there 
would be but one opinion among Senators upon 
the merits of the bill. ‘The original bill was in- 
tended to conform the practice of the courts of the 
United States, in respect to the imprisonment of 
the body, to that of the several States in which 
they sit. ‘The construction which that law had re- 
ceived in those courts, confined its remedial opera- 
tion to the cases where a State had abolished im- 
prisonment for debt previous to the passage of the 
law. "This defect in the law was presented to the 
notice of the Senate, at the last session by his ho- 
norable friend from Michigan, [Mr. Norve tu, | 
who introduced the present bill. It received the 
sanction of the Judiciary Committee, and passed 
this bedy unanimously, and was sent to the Heuse 
of Representatives eatly during the last session, 
where it remained unacted on at their adjourn- 
ment. As soon as the committees of the Senate 
were organized at the present session, the same 
bill was, on the motion of the same Senator, refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary, which, at 
the earliest moment practicable, reported it to the 
Senate, and recommended its passage. He had 
been induced to make these remarks in the hope that 
this bill might attract the attention of those else- 
where, who could prevent it from remaining 
among the unfinished business of the present ses- 
sion. 

Mr. NORVELL said that, in addition to the 
reasons assigned by the honorable Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Kine] in favor of the immedia‘e 
passage of this supplemental! bill, he would observe, 
that in one or twe States, besides New York, cer- 
tainly in one other, laws had been passed abolish- 
ing imprisonment for debt within their respective 
limits, subsequently to the passage of the act to 
which the present bill wasa supplement. The citi- 
zens of those States were, therefore, by the con- 
struction of the Federal courts, cxeluded from the 
benefit of the act of Congress of 1839, conforming 
the laws of the United States, in reference to non- 
imprisonment for debt, to the laws of the several 
States in force at the time of its passage. His ho- 
norable friend from New Jersey [Mr. Watt] had 
done him the justice to ascribe to him the credit, if 
it were any, of first calling the at ention of the Se- 
nate to the defecis of the act of 1839, ard of propos- 
ing the remedy which the present bill presented. 
He was glad that the Senator from Alabama had 
thus early moved the consideration of a bill so ha- 
mane in its objects, and concluded by the ex- 
pression of a hope that the Senate would immedi- 
ately pass it and send it to the other Hous». 

The bill was accordingly taken up, and consi- 
dered as in committee of the whole, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

The joint resolution proposing to amend the Con- 
stitution of the United States to limit the tenure of 
the judges of the federal courts was taken up, and, 
on moticn of Mr. TAPPAN,-made the order of 
the day for the first Monday in January. 

The bill to establish a Board of Commissioners 
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to hear and determine claims against the United | 
States was taken up and made the special order for | 
Monday next. 
The bill granting to the State of Michigan a 
quantity of land to aid said State in the construc 
tion of a canal around the Falls of Ste Marie was 
taken up and made the specia! order for Tuesday 


next, 


The biil to create an additional land office in the 
State of Michigan, ard for other purposes, being 
taken up, 

Mr. NORVELL explained the necessity of its 
passage, and hoped it would be acted on without 
delay. 


Mr. PRESTON wished a postpunement of the | 
bill until the Senator’s colleague [Mr. Porter] was | 


in his seat, and also te enable the Senate to acquire 
the information requisite to act understandingly on 
the subject. 

Mr. NORVELL said that all the information 


necessary was already before the Senate, and pre- || 


sumed that his colleague could have no objection 
to immediate action on the bill. If, however, he 
[Mr. Porter] wished its postponement, Mr. N. 


would not press the matter at present. 


Mr. PORTER (who had just come in) express- 
iug a wish that the bill might be passed over, it 
was accordingly done. 

The bill for the relief of George W. Paschal’; 

Tae bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama 
the two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her 
admission into the Union, to be applied to the 
making of a road or roads leading to said State; 

The bill to establish an additional Jand district 
in State of Alabama; 

The bill for the relief of William Jones; 

The bill forthe relief of certain settlers on the 
public lands, who were deprived of the benefits of 
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the act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- || 


proved on the 19h of Jane, 1534; 

The bill to grant other lands to the inhabitants of 
townships deprived of the 16.h section by Indian 
reservations; 

The bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a ceitain reservation in the 
State of Alabama; 

The bill in relation to donations of land to cer- 
tain persons in the State of Arkansas; 

The bill to quiet the titles of certain land claim- 
ants in the States of Missouri and Arkansas, and 
for other purposes; 

The bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land 
in the State of Arkansas; 

.Tae bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 


Arkansas, to enter a section of land in lieu of the 


that the same be surrendered to the Unitcd States 
for military purposes; 

The bill authorizing the inhabitants cf fractional 
township ten south, of range one east, in the State 


school purposes; 


sas; and ; 

The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Ar- 
kansas, who lost their improvements in conse- 
quence of a treaty between the United States and 
the Choctaw indians; 
were severally considered as in committee of the 
whole, and were ordered to be engro:sed for a 
third reading. 

The Senate then went into Executive business; 
and afierwards 

Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, December 21, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 

1. From the Secretary of the Treasuty, trans- 
mitting a statement of the funds of the Chiecka- 
ee as required by the act of 20h April, 
1836. 

Oa motion of Mr. BELL, referred to the Com 
aie on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 

sinted. 

2. From the Commissioner of the Pablic Build- 
ings, transmitting copies of all the contracts made 


eight north, range thirty-two west, in the State of | 


sixteenth section in said township, upon condition | 


of Arkansas, to enter one half section of land for | 


The bill for the relief of James Smith of Arkar- | 





\ 


Al 
in his office from the Ist December, 1839, to the 
bith December, 1840. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, referred to the 
Committee on the Public Buildings, and ordered 





| to be printed. 


3. From the Secretary of the Territory of Wis- 
konsan, transmitting twocopies of the laws of 
said Territory, passed at the last two sessions of 
the Legislature thereof, 

Oo motion of Mr. BRIGGS, referred to the 
Committee on the Territories. 

4. From the Clerk of the Hoase, as follows: 
Hon R. M. T. Hunter, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

fir: In pursuance of the following resolation of 
the EHlouse, dated December 17, 1840: “Resolved, 
That the Clerk of this Hvuse be instructed to re- 
port by waat authority the sum of eleven bandred 
and eighty dollars and fifly cents was paid to 
Cranes Janep Incersout, esq. for his expenses 
in talting testimony, &c. in the contested election 
with Cuartes Naytor, esq. pending at the last 
session of Congress; and out of what fund such 
amcunt was paid, as reported in document Ne. 7 
to this House,” I beg leave to report that, on the 
20th July last, a paper was handed the accounting 
Clerk of this cffice, containing a list of the wit- 
nesses in the contested case of Nayzor and Incrr- 
SOLL, together with the number of days such wit- 
nessvs had been in attendance. On the face of 
this paper is an order signed “J. Jc mvson, Chair- 
man of Accounts,” “that the witnesses above 
named be paid two dollars per diem " 

In virtue of this order [ paid Mr. INceRsoun 
$1,128 for 564 days, at g2 per day, for the pur- 
pose of paying the said witnesses. At the begin- 
ning of the session Mr. InGersoutu returned the re- 
ceipis of the individuals paid, and $11 50 in 
money, stating that that amount had been over- 
paid. In casting up the receipts | find them to 
amount to ~ - : - $1,116 50 
Add the amountreturned by Mr. Incer- 

SOLL ° - - - It 59 

Making - - . - $1,128 00 

The amount paid to Mr. Incersouv. All of which 
is respectfully submitied. 

HUGH A. GARLAND. 
NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana, in pursuance of notice, 
moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the 
bill introduc:d by Mr. Hanon for establishing a 
uniform rule of naturalization, had been referred to 
the Judiciary Commitiee. 

The question being on the reconsideration, 

Mr. DAVIS moved the previous question; which 
was ordered. 

A member from North Carolina moved a call of 
the House. 

The SPEAKER informed him that after the 
previous question had been ordered, it was too late 
to move for a call of the House. 

The main question on the motion to reconsider 
was then orcered,and taken by yeas and nays, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Mezasrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Blackwe 1, Boyd, Brewster, Albert 
G. Brown, Carr, Clifford, Connor, M. A. Cooper, 
William R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, 
Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dickerson, 
Dean, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Ely. Fine, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hook, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joveph Johnson, Cave Jobnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, J-hn W. Joues, Keim, Kille, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, Mc- 
Clellan, McClure, McCulloch, Maliory, Marchand, 
Medi!!, Miller, Montanys, Montgemery, Samuel 
W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenier, Parris, 
Paynier, Prentiss, Reynolds, Edward Rogers, Ryall, 
Samvels, Shaw, Albert Smith, Tnomas Smith, 
S'ronz, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweuey, Taylor, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoeil, Vroom, 
David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, J. 
W. Williams, and Henry Williams—90. 

NAYS—Messzs. Alford, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Bell, Boardman, Bond, Botts, Breckenridge, 
Briggs, Sampson H. Butler, Calhoun, Wm. B. 
Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chittenden, 
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Clark, Coles, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crockett, Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dellet, Doe, Evans, Everett, Garland, Gates, 
Gentry, G.diings, Gogein, Goode, Granger, Griffin, 
Grionelil, Hall, William S. Hastingy, Hawes, 
Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Jenifer, Charies Johnsion, Wiliam Cost Johnson, 
Kempshal!, Lane, Liaco!n, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Mouroe, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Mor- 
ris, Naylor, Nisbet, Osborne, Peck, Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, 
Saltonsta!], Shepard, Simonton, Slade, Stanly, 
Siuart, Taliaferr», Waddy Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trom- 
bali, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, John 
White, T. W. Wiliams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L, William:, Christopher H. Wiliams, Winthrop, 
and Wise—93. 

So the Houve rm fused to reconsider. 

Mr. BOTTS, afier some brief preliminary re- 
marks, asked ieave to submit the foliowing rese- 
lution: 

Reeolved, That the Committee on Accounts be 
instructed to report to. this House by what autho- 
rity, aod at what time, and on whose application 
it was ord red and paid, they directed the Clerk 
of this House to pay the sum cf $1,123 to Charles 
J. Ingersoll, as compensation to witnesses, &c. ex- 
amined in the contested election between ihe said 
Charles J. Ingersoil and Charles Naylor 

Mr. MEDILL said he was notin his place when 
the report was made, being absent on a special 
eommiitee. He hoped, therefore, that the gentle- 
man from. Virginia would withdraw his resolution 
fur the present to permit him to make a motion ia 
relation to it. 

Mr. BOTS desired first to ascertain the sub- 
ject intended to be embraced by the motion. 

Mr. MEDILL saidthatin case the fesolu ion 
should be withdrawn, he intended to submit a 
motion recommitting ths report of the Clerk, and di- 
recting him to report 

“By what authoriy, on what vouchers, and 
through whom, he paid to E. Buikiey the 
sum of $500; 0 Bayre Newcombds the sum of 
$416; and to George Lowrey the sum of $104, for 
services rendered by thera in taking depositions in 
the case of the contesied election between Messrs. 
Ingersoll and Naylor, as reported in Document No. 
7; by what authority, and on what vouchers, he 
sentto Mr. Naylor money to pay bis witnesses in 
the said contest, ard which that gentleman says he 
returned; whether the said vouchers give the names 
and time of a'tendance of the said witnesses, in 
whose hand writiog it was filed, and what has be- 
come of the same.” 


Mr. M. said his reason for making the motion 
would be found in ihe report of the Clerk ia rela- 
tion to the contingent expenses. He was not 
aware that Mr. IncersoLt was avy more interested 
in the pay ment of those expenses than Mr. Naytor. 
A certain sum had been paid to the commissioner 
at Pailadelphia, also to the door keeper,&c. Now 
he could not see that the commissioner was the 
commissioner of Mr. Incersoti any more than of 
Mr. Nayton, or that the expenses incurred for 
door keeper, &c applied to ove of these centest- 
ants any more than the other. And yet the genile- 
man (Mr. Naytor) had stated that he never touch- 
eta dollar cf the money. It appeared that a spe- 
cific sum of money had been sent to that gentleman 
for the payment of his witnesses.‘ Now, how could 
tie Cierk have ascertained the cxact amount of 
moncy for the payment of these wiinessez, unless a 
statement of the mount had been first forwarded 
to the office of the C’erk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. He (Mr. M.) understood that such 


‘was the fact, and that it was in the haod writing of 


the gentleman him-elf. What motive, also, had 
influenced thai gentleman in returning a portion of 
the money and not the whole, he was unable to say. 
He hoped the report would be recommitted, as, if 
the House was to have a statement of the expenses, 
it ought to be full and complete. 

Mr. NAYLOR explained that in his remarks, 
the other day, he was merely answering a question 
put to bim as to whe her his witnesses had been 
paid or not. His answer on that occasion was 
that they had not, but that he had offered to pay 
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them himself, believing they had no right to receive 
it from the Committee on Accounts. He had ne- 
ver undertaken to deny that expenses had been in- 
curred for commissioner, door keeper, &c. In re- 
lation to the accounts appearing in his hand wiit- 
ing, Mr. N. was unde:stood to say that his wit- 
ne:ses had refused to receive their compensatioa 
from him, urging that, as they bad been sammoned 
by Congress, they bad aright to be paid by Con- 
gress. Under such circumstances, he could do no 
less than to ceriify to the number of days his wit- 
nesses had been engaged. Mr. N. said that when 
the chairman of the Committee on Accounts had 
intimated to him, at the last session, that Mr. In- 
GERS -LL’s money tor the payment of witsesses had 
been allowed, he expressed his as‘onishment, and 
declared it to be an outrage and illegal. Inasmuch, 
there ore, as he had never denied that expeuses had 
been incurred, during the investigation of the ca:e, 
in which both contestants were included, he did 
see why he should be subjected to rebuke. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested to the gentleman from 
Virginia a modification ef his resolition as ful- 
lows: 

Resolved, That all the papers in relation to mo- 
ney paid for witnesses, and the expense of taking 
testimony in the case of Nayuor and INGERSOLL, be 
referred to the Commit'ee on Public Expenditures, 
with directions to inquire how much money har 
been pa‘! in said ease, to whom, for what, and by 
what authority sad money was pai: also, fur- 
ther to inquire whether there is any existing law 
authorizing money to be paid in sai! case. 

Mr. BOTTS was desirous that this subject should 
be probed to the bottom, as it was evident there 
was faultsomewhere. But with regard to the pro- 
position of the gentleman from Onio, (Mr. Mepict,]} 
he must decline it, inasmuch as the Clerk, in the 
report, had s'ated the fact that the money was paid 
under the authority of the Commitiee on Accounts. 
And in relation to the proporition of the geutle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Briacs] he must 
a'so decline it, for the reason that he wished to af- 
ford to the Committee ,on Accounts an opportunity 
of defending themselves if they chose. He thonght 
it would be unjust to discuss the matter without 
affording the committee such an opportunity. 

The question then being on the resolution, 


Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend by adding the 
words previously suggested. 


Mr. UNDER WOOD had seen the origin of diffi- 
culties like these, and four or five years ago he had 
predicted what hid now taken place I, the cases 
of Graham and Newland of North Carol na, he 
believed the precedent was established of paying 
both the contestants fora seat. It was also car- 
ried out in the case of Moore and Letcher, against 
wheh he (Mr. fUnpexwoop) had voted, as 
he had also done in the case of his New 
Jer-ey friends the other day. Now, in his opinion, 
this practice of paying the expenses in contested 
elections, of both the contestants, was establishing, 
a precedent by which the teu thousand witnesses 
who might be examired before justices of the 
peace in contested elections, would have to be 
paid from one end of the conntry tothe other. 
He was in favor of the proposition of the gentle- 
ma from Massachusetts to refer the whole subject 
to a committee, but it did net go quite far enough. 
He though the committee ought to be directed to 
inquire as to the legality of paying contestants to 
seats here. 


Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON would not have tron- 
bled the House with a single word cn the subject, 
had not reference been made to the Committee on 
Accounts. But the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{[Mr. Naytor] had directed his eye towards h'm, 
and referred to conver-aion which the gentleman 
alleged had taken pace between them previous to 
the adjournment of the last Congress. Mr. J then 
proceeded to state that he had not the mest distant 
recollection of ever having heard any thing from 
that gentlemen of the character he said had taken 
place; all he knew in relation to the matter was 
from the accounts present:d to the committee by 
the genileman from Pennsylvania. The commit- 
tee, on a reference to the ru!:, agreed to pass the 
accounts without reference to party or other consi- 





derations; and the accounts of both gentlemen 
were passed. 

In passing the resoletion, he believed the com- 
mittee had followed the invariable rule in such 

es; aod when the proper time came, they would 
be ready to go into the matier. 

Mr. NAYLOR was perfectly sure that the con- 
versation in question took place with a member of 
the Committee on Accounts, and that he Lad ex. 
pressed his opinioa in regard to the illegality of the 
payment to Mr, Ingersoli’s witnesses; but he per. 
haps was in errer in saying it was the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Jounson)] to whom he had 
made the remarks; he believed he might have been 
mistaken in that respect. 

After some brief remarks from Messis. BOTTs 
and ANDREWS, 

Mr. WISE said he was sorry that this great 
contest between the two gentlemen from Pennsy]- 
vania, had at last dwindled down toa mere little 
shabby matier of accounts. He hoped no foreign 
issue wou!d be involved in the inquiry. For his 
part, he argued that they vught not to pay for two 
seats in the House, as a seat was not worth double 
price. The principle of paying double price was 
established long before the case of Graham and 
Newland; aud if we mean to follow the example, it 
would have the effect of offering a bounty to con- 
test the seats. He had risen, however, to call the 
atientin of the House to one point, viz: what 
right had they to make ei'her Mr. Naytor or Mr. 
INGERSOLL a trutee for the payment of these wit. 
nesses? Where was the authority for making those 
gentlemen the trustees for A, B, or C? He would 
like to have the inqniry go further, and require the 
gentlemen to go into aa account with Government, 
and show that they had paid these witnesses; four if 
they had not, the parties could recover the amount 
from Government in any court of justice. He 
hoped the matter would be investigated, as, if the 
Committee on Accounts had paid away money 
wrongfully, they would be allowed an opportunity 
of accounting for it. He hoped this would lead to 
some rule or law on the subject. 

Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON begged leave to say 
that, as a member of the Committee on Accounts, 
he believed they had not paid away money either 
negligently or unlawfully. The payment had been 
made in strict conformity with the 131st rule of the 
House, as follows: 

“The rule for paying witnesses summoned to ap- 
pear before this House, or either of its committees, 
shall be as follows: Fer each day a witness shall 
atten’, the sun of two dollars; for each mile he 
shall trave!, in going from or coming to the place 
of examination, the sum of ten cents each way,” 
etc. 

Mr. WISE wished to inquire if that rule autho- 
rized the payment of the money. 

Mr. J. JOHNSON would inform the gentleman 
that he must propound the question elsewhere. 
The committee passed the accounts as presented, 
in accordance with the rnle, and the receipts were 
now on five. 

Mr. BOTTS desired to know if that rule autho- 
rized the Committee on Accounts to pay any thing 
without the order of the House. 

Mr. J. JOHNSON, in reply, read the 97th rule 
of the Hoase, viz: ° 

“Jt shail be the daty of the Committee on Ac- 
counts to superintend and control the expenditures 
of the contingent fund of the House of Representa- 
tives, and to audit and settle all accounts which 
may be charged thereon, &c.” 

Here, said Mr. J. is the authority, and the com- 
mittee will with great pleasure report on all the 
facis as far as they can. They have acted in con- 
formity with the practice of the House ever since 
we have had a Government. Mr. J. concluded by 
observing that these objections were all a mere ma'- 
ter of smoke, without the least shadow of sub- 
s:ance, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine wished to know if this 
were not petition day. 

Mr. CUSHING wished to say a few works. — 

Mr. SMITH. “0, there has been enough said; 
let us have the previous question.” 

Mr. CUSHING said he should be very brief in 
what he had to say. 
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Mr. SMITH. Well, I will allow the gentieman 
five minutes, if he will promise \o move the pre- 
vious question at the end of that time. 

Mr. CUSHING promised, and procecded to ar- 
gue that the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Un- 
pERWOOD,] WaS wrong in stating that the case of 
Newland and Graham was the first case of con- 
tested election where payment had been made. 
The first case was that of Elisha Potter, Senator 
from Rhode Island, in 1834. An act was passed 
py the Senate for the payment of the money, and it 
was concurred in by the Houre. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said the case of Newland 
and Graham wes the first case where money had 
been taken from the contingent fund of the House. 

Mr. CUSHING said that was a mere matter of 
argament; the question was, the fact of payment, 
and that was settled so far as precedent wis con- 
cerned. As regarded the question of principle, the 
right of cootest was the right, not of a member 
pimself, but of his constituents. It was not right 
for the House to shut out his constituen's. It was 
in that view of the matter that he voted in the case 
of Newland and Graham, Moore and Letcher, the 
Mississippi case, and a!so in another case at the 
present session. Mr. C. then moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. BOTTS consented to modify his resolut'on 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be in- 
structed toreport by what authority they authorized 
the Clerk of this House to pay the sum of 
$2160 50 to Charles J. Ingerso}l and others, for 
\aking testimony and for other expenses incurzed in 
the contested elec'ion. 

Mr. BRIGGS then withdrew his amendment. 

The call for the previous question was then se- 
conded, and the main question on the resolution or- 
dered and decided in the affirmative. So the reso- 
lation was adopted. 

Mr. MEDILL then moved to recommit the re- 
port of the Clerk with the instructions previously 
noticed; which motion was agreed to, and the report 
recommittted accordingly. 

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS. 

The States and Territories were then called, and 
pelitions were presented by 

Messrs. SMITH and CLIFFORD, of Maine. 

{Mr. Smita asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill entitled ‘‘A bill in addition to an act to 
regulate the pay of the navy of the United States,” 
approved March 3, 1835: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval A ffairs.] 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, of New Hampshire. 

{[Mr. WittiaMs presented the petition of John 
Hicks, to be placed on the list of invalid pensions. } 

Messrs. H. WILLIAMS, SALTONSTALL, 
ADAMS, LINCOLN, and CUSHING, of Massa- 
chusetis. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, of Rhode Island. 

(Mr. Tittincuast presented the petition of Da- 
vid Melvill, of Newport, Rhode Island, adminis- 
trator of Benjamin Fry, deceased, for certain al- 
lowances to be credited tosaid Fry. Also, present- 
ed anew the petition of Lieut. Stephen Cornell, of 
the revenue cutter service, for pay as lieutenant in 
the United States naval service while serving in 
that capacity in Florida; which was pending at the 
last session, and was again referred to the Commit- 
tce on Naval Affairs.} 

Messrs. WILLIAMS, BOARDMAN, OS5- 
BORNE, and SMITH, of Connecticut. 

(Mr. Wituiams presented the petition of Betsy 
Beebe, asking that the same relief may be extend. 
edto her which is provided in every case of the 
widows of those who have been wounded in the 
service of the country. Also, the petition of Da- 
niel Penharlow, praying that his name may be 
placed on the pension roll for wounds received 
white in the service of the United States curing the 
late war.) 

Messrs. SLADE, EVERETT, and SMITH, of 

ermont. 

Messrs. ALLEN, DANA, KEWPSHALL, 
CURTIS, GRANGER, BARNARD, GRIN- 
NELL, HUNT, CHITTENDEN, MARVIN, 
RUSSELL, STRONG, HAND, MONROE, 
HOFFMAN, and GATES, of New York. 

[Oa motion of Mr. Hann, the petition of the 
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heirs of Mary Addonis and accompanying paper 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pen-ions. Also, the petition and papers of Am:- 
ble Mority to the Com.miitee on Revolutionary 
Cl ims. Also, petition and papers of J.seph S 
Thomas, to the Commitiee of Claims. A'so, pe i- 


’ tions and papers in cares of the children of Mary 


Addonis and childien of Joseph Plumb, were re- 
committed to the Commitiee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. Also, the petitions and papers of John 
Wilson were referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. Also referred additional papers in case 
of Levi M. Roberts } 

(Mr. Hunr presented a memorial from ciizens 
of West Troy and Watervliet, Albany county, 
New York, asking the passage of a bankrupt law; 
referred to the Commit'ee on the Judiciary } 

(Mr. Srrona presented a p'tition of sundry 
citizzus of Seville county, New York, piaying the 
passage of a general bankrupt jaw; referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary ] 

(Mr. KempsHatt presented the petition of 
Henry O. R-iily and 167 other citizens of Monroe 
county, New York, praying for the enaciment of a 
general bankrupt Jaw. 

(Mr. Curtis laid before the House a commu- 
nication from the Fifth Auditor to the Chairman of 
the Committee on Commerce, in relation to light. 
houses. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in relation to the purchase of a sma'l 
p-ece of Jan. to complete the site of the cus'om- 
house in New York. 

Mr. C. presented the memorial of Samuel B 
Gaston, of New York, and many other inhabi- 
tants of that cily, praying for the passage of a 
bankrupt law } 

(Mr. Grancer presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Ontario county, in the State of New York, 
in favor of a general bankrupt law ] 

(Mr. Cuirrenpen presented the petitions of in- 
habitants of J«fferson county, for a post route from 
Carthage to Adams; and from inhabitants of Jef- 
ferson county, for a ship canal arouad the Falls of 
Niagara ] 

Mr. BARNARD presented the petitions of citi- 
zens of the State of New Yors, complaining of im- 
proper and extra-judicial conduct of Avgustus 
Conkling, one of the judges of the United S:ates for 
the District of New York. ; 


{Mr. B. said that this, like all other cases of a 
similar description, was of great delicacy; and, at 
his request, the petitions were read, and referred to 
the Committee on the Jadiciary. 


Messrs. WAGENER, LEET, GALBRAITH, 
TOLAND, NAYLOR, McCLURE, and DAVIES, 
of Pennsylvania. 


(Mr. Toxanp said, that in the absence of his 
colleague from the city, (Mr. Seraxant ] to whom 
the daty had been assigned, he had becn requested 
to lay before the House the proceedings of nume- 
rous persons interested in claims for French spolia- 
tions prior to 1800, held at the Exehange, in Phiia- 
delphia, on the 24th of November last. Mr. T. 
expressed a strong desire that this Congress would 
not rise without passing a law for the rel.ef of thore 
claimants, the justice of whose claims had been 
so generally admitted, and which had been so cru- 
elly and unjustly delayed. 

The proceedings were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Totanp alsv presented the petition of 
Marzaret C. Meade, widow and executrix of Rich- 
ard W. Meade, praying for the adjustment of the 
claims of her deceased husband } 
~“egag JOHNSON and JENIFER, of Mary- 
and. 

Messrs. JOHNSON, WISE, and HUNTER, of 
Virginia. ; 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, of North Carolina. 

Mr. GRIFFIN, of Sou'h Carolina. 

Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia. 

Messrs. TRIPLETT, BUTLER, UNDER- 
ee POPE, BOYD, and DAVIS, of Ken- 
tucky. 

(Mr. TareLerr presented the memcrial of a meet- 
ing of Tobacco Planters of Daviess county, Ken- 
tucky. Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Da- 
viess county interested in the cultivation of tobacco. ] 
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Messrs. CAMPBELL, BROWN, and GENTRY, 
of T.nnessee. 

Messis. DOAN, GIDDINGS, and GOODE, of 
Ohie. 

Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana. 

; Messrs. RARIDEN, LANE, and CARR, of Ia- 
iana. 

(Mr. Cann presented the petition of John Hogg 
of Indiana, praying a pension; also, the petition of 
Michae! Seas, praying his name may be reinstated 
on the pension roll; referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Peusions.} 

[Mr. Ragipen presented the petition of the citi- 
zens of Lagrange and Noble counties, in the State 
of Indiaua, fora post route from Bronson’s Pra- 
rie, on the Chicago read, in Michigan, via Barn- 
sides Mills, Union Mills, Prentiss’s and Coeran's 
Mills, to the post office at Kindlesville. 

Oa motion of Mr. Raripen, all the petitions for 
new mail routes presented by him at the last ses- 
sion, and not acted upon, were recommilted to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Messrs. BROWN and THOMPSON, of Mis- 
sissippi. 

Messrz. STEWART and REYNOLDS, of Iili- 
nois. 

(Mr.. Reynoxns presented the petition of Mr. 
Dadiey W. Dunean of William county, Illinois, 
praying achange of entry of jand, a mistake hav- 
iog te n made inthe first purchase: reierred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands.} 

[Mr. Sruanr presented the following petitions: 
Of John B. Fulkest, praying a pension for the ser- 
v.ces of his father in the war of the Revolution. 

Of sundry ciz-ns cf Llinois, praying the esta- 
blishment of a daily mail from Terre Haute to 
Peoria, anda tii-weekly mail from that place to 
Rock Is!and. 

Of Latter Day Saints, commonly known as Mor- 
mons, for the redress of cerlain grievances com- 
mitied against them in the Siate of Missouri.] 

STEAMBOAT DISASTERS. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented five petitions, to 
wit: From Henrietta Hope and 56 others, ladies 
of Balumore; from Emily G. Fulton and 67 others, 
ladies of Baltimore; from John Coates and 62 
others, of Chillicothe, Ohio; from Seth Lockwood 
and 130 otvers, of New York; and from Cap’. Geo. 
Guyther and 158 others, passengers on board the 
steamboat Columbia, praying Congress to act upon 
the bills reported to the select committee at the last 
session to prevent steamboat disasters. 

Mr. U, said that afier the bilis to guard against 
steamboat disasters hz-d been reported by himself 
duting the last session, he had requested Mr. Raub 
and Dr. Vantyne to ascertain the number of 
steamboat disasters which had occurred within the 
last ten years, their nature, and the destruction of 
life and property on board; from which document 
it appears (as Mr. U. informed the House) that 
the whole number of disasters which Dr. V. had 
been able to obtain information concerning was 
185; thatthe number of lives lost was 1,733; the 
numbr of wounded was 379: of these, there were 
killed by explosions, collisions, and fires, on the 
Mississippi and its tributaries, 991, and wounded 
260; on sea and tide-waier, deaths from the same 
causes 368, wounded 94; on the lakes, deaths from 
ihe same causes 85, wounded 4. 

Mr. U. stated that the informaticn, as far as it 
went, was no doubt accurate; but it did not em- 
brace, as the letter showed upon its face, the ext:nt 
of the mischief. It was, however, an important 
document, and he hoped the House would print it. 
For himself, he felt under obligations to its author 
for the diligence and talent manifested in its prepa- 
ration. 

A select commitiee was raised, on the motion of 
Mr. U. to whom the five petitions, the letter of Dr. 
Vantyne, and the report and biils of the select com- 
mittee at the last session on the subject of sieam- 
boat disasters, were referred,. and the letter of Dr. 
Vantyne was ordered to be printed. 

Whils' petitions were being presented— 

Mr. BREWSTER, in pursuance of notice? here- 
tofore given, asked leave to introduce a bill for the 
improvement of certain harbors. 

Objection was mace to granting leave to intro- 
duce this bill. 
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Aad, on the question of leave, Mr. FILLMORE 
calied for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

It was then sugested that leave could not be 
given while petitions were being presented, to in- 
troduce a bill; and as there was considerable op- 
position to the introduction of the bill at this 
\ime— 

Mr. BREWSTER withdrew his application 
until the States shou'd be called for resclutions, 
when it would be in order to make the motion. 

During the presentation of petitions, the follow- 
ing notices for leave to introduce bills were given, 
Viz: 

By Mr. MONTGOMERY: Of a bill to change 
the mode of disposing of the public Jands. 

By Mr. STANLY: Of a bill to provide for the 
payment cf the fourth instalment to the States as 
soon as the public debt is pad, and to release the 
States from all obligation to return the three instal- 
menis already paid. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: Of a bill 
to revive the ac’s of 1837, '38, for appointing 
commissiosers to adjust certain claims under the 
14th article of the Chectaw treaty of 1830. 

By Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas: Or a bill making 
an appropriation to complete the removal of the 
raft of Red river, and for other purpo-es. 

Al:o, of a bill to confer upon the District Court 
of the United States for the State of Arkansa:, Cir- 
cuit Court jurisdiction in certain cases. 

By Mr. BARNARD: Of a bill for a uniform sys- 
tem of bankruptcy. 

Also, of a bill making an appropriation for the 
improvement of the navigalion of the Hadson 
river, 

By Mr. LANE: Of a bill to confirm to the Siate 
of Indiana the lands selected by said State for the 
continuation of that portion of tse Wabash and 
Erie Cana! that lies between the mouth of the Tip- 
pecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for other 
purposes. 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Mr. MONROE, under the notice heretofore 
given, obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled 
“An act to abolish imprisonment for debt in 
certain cases;”” which was referred to the Commil- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. M. remarked that the subject was one of 
much importance, and he hoped the House would 
take speedy action upon it for the benefit of the 
South. 

Mr. CRABB den‘el that the bill was more¥for 
the benefit of the South than the North. 

Mr. MONROE said he had as much respect for 
the South as any body; and that he held a letter in 
his hand stating the fact that some of the citizens 
{rom the gentleman's district were now confined in 
the New York jail. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, under the notice here- 
tofore given, obtained leave to introduce a_ bill to 
regulate the forms and modcs of proceeding in 
the couris of the United Sate, to regulate the fee 
bills, and to limit the emoluments of certain offi- 
cers; which was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DELLET, under notice heretofore given, 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to complete the 
improvements ia the harbor of Mobile; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. WILLAMS of Connecticut, 

Resolv:d, That the papers on file, relating to the 
pe ition of Eunice Clark, praying to be allowed the 
atrearages of pension ot which her late husband 
was deprived by being wrongtully stricken from 
the pension roll, be now referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Oa motion of Mr. GRINNELL, 

Resolved, That the Committe: on Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency and practi- 
cability of erecting a light-house onlSoutheast point 
of Coreysfort reef, on the coast of Florida. 

On motion of Mr. E. DAVIES, 

Reso'ved, That the Postmaster General hereby is 
required to inform this House whether Ralph Jack- 
son is a contractor for carrying the mail in the 
Siate of Illinois; who are his sureties, or whe is 
responsible to the Department for apy failure cn 
his part to fulfil his contract. 


On motion of Mr. GATES, 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be directed to inquire into the propriety 
of increasing the pension of widow Lydia Hoord. 

On motion of Mr. TRUMAN SMITH of 
Connecticut, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to Ebenezer Johnson a pension for 
services rendered by him during the war of the Re- 
volution. 

On motion of Mr. GALBRAITH, 

Resolved, That the Committe on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of extending 
the actof Congress of the 7th of July, 1838, enti- 
tled “An act granting half pay and pensions to 
cerlaia widows,” for another period cf five years; 
and, also, into the expediency of extending the pro- 
visions of the act of 7h Jane, 1832, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act forthe relief of cer- 
ta'n remaining Officers and soldiers of the Revolu- 
lion,” so as to grant pensions to these who seived 
at any time previous tothe treaty of Fort Gren- 
ville, in August, 1795; and that said committee 
report by bill or otherwise, 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Maine, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolationary 
Pensions be directed to inquire into the propriety 
of placiog the name of Joseph Veazie upon the 
roll of Revolu'ionary pensioners. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee cn Invalid Pea- 
sions be msiructed io inquire into the expediency 
of granting a pension to Beriott Wright, a soldier 
in the late war with Great Britain, and that his 
papers on file be referred therewith. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, 

A solved, That the Commitiee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to Jemima Brisbee, widow of Elisha 
Brisbee, an increase of the pension allowed to her 
by the Pension Office, for the services of her hus- 
band during the war of the Revolution, in con- 
formity to evidence now on file in said office. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, . 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, (if not 
in his opinion incompatible with the public inte- 
rest,) ail the correspondence between this Govern- 
ment and that of Great Britain, or the officers and 
agents of either, or the officers and agents of this 
Government with the President or any of its De- 
partmen's, which has not heretofore been commu- 
nicated to this House, on the subject of the out- 
rage of burning the Caroline on the Niagara fron- 
tier; and whether there is any prospect of compen- 
sation being made to the owner of said boat for 
the loss thereof; and also whether any communica- 
tions have beea made to this Government in regard 
io the arrest and imprisonment of McLeod, 
by the authorities of the State of New York, for 
being conceraed in said outrage; and if so, that he 
communicate a copy thereof to this House. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Maine, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
placing upon the roll of invalid pensions the name 
of Daniel Cuore, of Portland, Me. 

On motion of Mr. GRINNELL, 

Reeslved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of enter- 
ing into negotiations with the British Government, 
for the purpose of erecting a light-house on the 
Little Isaaes, and of placing such buoys on the 
Bahama banks, as may diminish the danger of this 
difficult navigation. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted the following reso- 
Intion, which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled, (two-thirds 
of both Houses deeming it necessary,) Tnat the fol- 
lowing article be proposed to the Legislatures of 
the several States, as an amendment to the Con- 
stitation of the United States, which article, when 
ratifie 1 by three-fourths of the said Legislatures, 
to be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of 
the said Constitution: 





Y thee tc ek ae Lo Seek eee Ser 
“‘The six years’ term of service prescribed in 








the Censtitation for United States Senators, and the 
two years’ term for which members of the House 
of Representatives are to be chosen, shall com. 
mence on the first day of December instead of the 
fourth day of March. 

“Those Senators and Representatives who shall 
be in office when this amendment shall be adopted 
as a partof the Constitution, shall hold their of. 
fices respectively until the first day of December 
next after the fourth day of March when their 
offices would expite had this amendment not been 
made.” 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Turspay, December 22, 1840. 

Mr. PiERCE presented the memorial of Danie! 
Pcttibone; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be prinied. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petitions andj 
papers of Samuel Jamison, John S. Billings, Samu- 
el Crapin, John McClanahan, the widow of Samu- 
el Allen, the widow of Jonas Snow, and of Mary 
Neal, now on the files of the Senate, were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a letter from a 
number of citizens of Philadelphia, who are large. 
ly interested in the Agr:cultaral Bank of Natchez, 
praying for an extension of time for the payment 
of th: debts due to the Goverament; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HENDERSON gave notice that to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a joint resolution 
to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to ex- 
tend further indulgence to the late deposite banks, 

Mr. DIXON presented a document in relation to 
the claim of Edward Wade; which was referred to 
the Commiitee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CLAY cf Alabzmsa submitted the following 
resolution, which was cons‘dered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the 
expediency of making a just allowance to Stokes 
and Purdom, mail contractors on the route from 
Tuscaloosa to Courtland, Alabama, for the period 
between ‘the first of March and the first of June, 
1839, during which one third of their compensation 
has been withheld. 

Mr. C.als> presented documents in relation to 
the claim above alluded to, which were referred to 
the same commitiee. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of a 
number of mechanics engaged on the arsenal in 
North Carolina; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a copy of the pro- 
ccedings of a meeting in Philadelphia, numerously 
attended, and which asked for the favorable action 
of Congress in relation to the claim for French spo- 
liations prior to 1800; which was laid on the tabie, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, ask- 
ed and obtained leave to introduce a bill for creat- 
ing a new land district in the State of Missouri, 
and for changing the boundaries of the South westand 
Western land district in said State; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. HENDERSON, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of certain railroad companies therein 
named; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Oa motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the petition of 
F:ancis Gehon, and the petition of James M. Mer- 
gan, now on file, were referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Thomas 
Clark; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the document's in re- 
lation to the claiza of the Nantucket Steamboat 
Company, now on file, were referred to the Com- 
m'ttee on the Pot Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 
Henry Simpson; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

















On motion by Mr. 8S. the petition of John C. 
Reynolds, now on file, was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of the representatives of Captain 
Jobn Williams, late of North Carolina; which was 
twice read, and referred to the Committee on Revo- 
jutionary Claims. 

Mr. C. also, on leave, introduced a bill to cede 
the public lands within the limits of the new States 
on certain conditions therein named; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

THE CHARTER OF TEE CITY OF WASHINGTON 

Mr. NORVELL, pursuant to notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introdace a bill to amend and 
continue in force an act for the incorporation of the 
city of Washington. The bill was read twice, and 
Mr. N. moved its reference to a select committee. 

Mr. MERRICK objec’ed to such a reference. 
True, a bill of a similar character had been so re- 
ferred the last session of Congress, to which he had 
consented, because, at that la‘e period of the ses- 
sion, he did not think it possible that the Committee 
on the District of Columbia could give it such at- 
tention as it required to mature il; but now, at the 
commencement of a session, he hoped this bill 
would be referred to the appropriate commilttee— 
that on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. NORVELL, after some remarks on the con- 
stitution of the present Committee on the District of 
Columbia, said his wish was to place the bill in the 
haids of acommittee that would be favorable to its 
objects. It was h¥s misfortune, at the last session, 
in reporting this bill from the select committee to 
which it had been referred, to have overlooked an 
omission of the copying clerk, which had since been 
made the foundation of an accusation against him 
and other Senators who composed that committee. 
He desired, therefore, the reference of this bill toa 
select committee, that he might have an opportunity 
to set himself right on that point, 

Mr. MERRICK said the Senator from Michi- 
gan would have ample opportunity to set himself 

right, and to explain this omission in th bill of Jast 
session, whenever the bill came up for discussion 
before this body. He did not know how that Se- 
nator could undertake to assume that the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia was hostile to a 
new charter, for there had been no evidence to jus- 
tify the assumption. The committee of the last 
session—and the committee of this session was 
composed of nearly the same members—if he re- 
collected right, were in favor cf a re modification of 
the charter, but there was not time wo enable ihem 
to obtain the necessary information on which to 
report a bill; and he hoped now there was to be no 
party organization in reference to the charter for 
this part of the District of Columbia. It was true 
that the present standing commitiee consisted ex- 
clusively of Whigs, which was a proof that the 
gentleman who appointed them had confidence in 
those appointed, that they would do their 
duty fairly and faithfully; and he kaew of no rea- 
son now why there should be such a gratui- 
tous assumption that the committee was hostile 
to the measure, and that therefore it should not 
have its appropriate reference. He wow!d act on 
every question on its merits, and he would not in- 
quire to what rarty the memorialists might belong 

Mr. NORVELL had no intention to prolong the 
discussion. In reference to the remarks of the Se- 
nater from Maryland, that he should disregard par- 
ty influence, and did not Jook at party distinctions, 
he (Mr. NorveE.t) was not solicitous to proclaim 
sentiments of thatcharacter. It was weli known 
there were certain principles on which parties in 

this country were divided, and it was not for him 
to admit that he had no party bias: he had a de- 
cided party bias, and whenever questions were pre- 
sented to him in which the distinctive party princi- 
ples were involved, it would govern hisaction. If 
it had not been so—if it had not been that there 
were party distinctions—he and the honorable gen- 
tleman from Maryland might not have occupied 
their present positions. He asked for the ayes and 
noes on the question of reference. 

Mr, CLAY of Alabama heped the gentleman 
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from Michigan would be gratified, when ceriain 
facts were known, which had intervened between 
this and the last session: he thought it was due to 
that gentleman that a select committee shoald be 
appointed. It was manifestly the leading motive 
of the friends of the bill at the last session to ex- 
tend the right of suffrage to many who had before 
been deprived of it: the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, but, in th? copying, one or two clauses had 
been accidentally omitied, and the oinission was 
only discovered when it was too late to rec- 
tify the error, unless by unanimous consent, 
which was not obtained, as a gentleman on 
the cther side objected. Under these circam- 
stances he (Mr. Cray) moved to Jay the bill 
on the tabie with an intimation that at the 
present session it would be brought up again. Bat 
what ure bal been made of this? Why it had 
been published throvgh this Union, that he and his 
frien?s had attempted to introduce into a bill re- 
specting the District of Columbia, the principle of 
Abolition. Yes, the fa'se and slanderous charge had 
been copied into every dirty party sheet, and in his 
State especially, it had been imputed to him—falsely 
and slanderously imputed to him—and not only to 
him, but the same accusation had been made ge- 
nerally against his co'league and the friends of 
universal suffrage who voted with him. He 
hoped that this bill would be committed toa spe- 
cial committee, not only because it was according 
to an established parliamentary principle thata 
bill should be referred to a commitice, a majority 
of which, at least, was favorable to its principle, 
but that at all events he and his friends might be 
permitted to do themselves justice, in view of the 
accusations of thoce who had so foully slandered 
them. 

Mr. MERRICK disclaimed any hostili y to the 
extension of the right ef suffrage; and if any ac- 
cusation had been made ?gainst the gentleman trom 
Alabama and his friend from Michigan of any in- 
tention to doany thing to affect the peculiar inte- 
rests of the South, it was unjust, and without foun- 
dation; and he (Mr. Mearick) gave the gentlemen 
his testimony that they were free from any just 
ground of imputation. He then argued against 
the reference to a select committee, and denied that 
it was the practice to refer bills to comm 'ttees that 
were known to be favorable to their prineiple, on 
the petition of the memoralists. He was ef opi- 


‘nion that this bill should go the usualstanding com- 


miitee for this District, for there were many mat- 
ters to be regulated with which they, from th: ir 
position, were the most likely to be acquainted; 
there were many raatters that would enterinto the 
considera’ion of this bil!, which ought not to be over- 
Jooked in framing a new charter; it was very im- 
portant that there should be a redistribution of 
the representative power amorg the wards ef the 
city according to the population of the different 
parts of the city, and there were a great many 
other subjects properly appertaining to the com- 
mittee of this District, and therfore he hoprd 
the select committee would not be appointed. 

Mr. PRESTON opposed the special reference, 
and argued that the bill ought to be referred to the 
standing committee for the District. He thouzht 
the question of an extension of the right of suffrage 
was one of great importance, and one that required 
the profoundest consideration. In hisown State he 
had expre sed his opinion that it was a great want 
of policy to restrict the right of suffrage, except as 
to color: in a slaveholding Sate, where one-half 
the working classes were struck out, it seemed to 
him to be an odious distine ion among the whites, 
and he desired to disfranchie noone. In this prin- 
ciple he acquiesced—this principle he advocated, 
buthe had yet,as a Senator, to be convinced 
whether his Scuth Carolina doctrine was appliea- 
ble to the District of Columb.a. He would ask 
the people here what they desire, and look to what 
extent it would affect their institutions, their habits, 
their prejadices, and their dispositions; he preferred 
therefore that this matter should go to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SOUTHARD also advocated the reference 
of the bill to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. On the abstract question of human rights, 
his opinions could not be mistaken; but they mast 
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recollect they were legislating for this District, 
which was without representation; and they should 
look a jittle farther. They must consider who it wa 

here that had a right to vote, and «hat was their re- 
sidence here, what was their interest here, and how 
it would affect the great ins itations of the South; 
and a hundred other questions they must ask them- 
selves, before they decided on a measure of this im- 
portance. The Senator meht get a special com- 
mit er, that would arrive ata conclusion with won- 
derful rapidity; bat he assured him that if it were 
referred to the Commitiee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, that committee would reflect and examine, 
and then decide according to their best judgments 
respecting the interests to be affected. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, it cecurred to him it was 
unnecessary to discuss the merits of the bill which 
the committee appointed at the last session repart- 
ed. That subject was not new before them, but it 
might be well for the Senate to consider what was 
the precise question which they had to determine. 
He had a perfect recollection of the whole bistory 
of this affair, and he woull anderake to relate i. 
It was in consequence of certain resotations and 
memoriels presented to this House in the month of 
February, 1840, by the Senators from Ohio, iu re- 
lation to this very matter, which were referred to 
the Commiitee on the District of Columbia~—a 
committee which was constituted nearly as at pre- 
sent—and on which, as late as the Sh of June, no 
report had been made; that other memorials were 
presented by the Senator from Michigan, and a 
special committee was appointed, of which the Se- 
nator from Michigan [Mr. Norvett] was the chair- 
man. Now he |Mr. Hupearp| as the chairman of 
the Committee on Ciaims would be glad to be reliev- 
ed from the consideration of many claims, by their 
reference to a select committee; and he believed the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cerrrenpen,] and the 
Senator from Marylaod, (Mr. MerercK.| assented 
to, if they did not recommend, the appointment of a 
select committee on this subject. ‘Ine very reason 
why a bill should be kept before a standing com- 
mitiee which had itin its care, would induce him 
ww desire that this bill should again go to a select 
committee, which had had it in its consideration, 
He thought it was not too much to ask for this. 
The select commiitee, of which the Senator from 
Mich'gan was the head, had had the memorial, on 
which this bill was based, in their care; they had 
made a report thereon, and he did think the subject 
should be kept where it was last se-sion, 

Mr. MERRICK replied. 

Mr. KING had listened attentively to the re- 
marks of the Senators, and he was surprised to 
find so much importance attached to the reference 
of this bill to either aselect or a standing commit- 
tce. They had heard of party and party lesista- 
tion for this Distriet, which had no political infla- 
enc? or power; but when he appointed the standing 
commu'tee for this District it was certainly with no 
manifestation ef party feeling, tor the members of 
the commitiee were all of the political party ad- 
verse to that to whi h he belonged. In the appoint- 
ment of that committee be never thought of party, 
and he believed there was not a Senator in that 
chamber that would believe it to be either right or 
proper to legislate for the District on party prinei- 
ples. Batthe members cf the Select Commitee 
who hed charge of this subject at the last session, 
had been heli up to public indignation because 
a mistake had been mide by a clerk in eco- 
pying the bill, and they had been charged with 
the prem ‘tion of this a+ a political game for a poli- 
tical purpore: but it wos a base accusation, znd it 
came froma lLase source. Every genileman that 
knew him, weil knew that no cunsideration could in- 
duce him to depart from the course he believed tobe 
the correct one from any political consideration; and 
yet they had been thus arraigse! for political par- 
poses; and his friend [Mr. Norvewt} had been cen 
sured for reporting a charter which it was asserted 
contained provisions deleterious in themselves, in 
consequence of the accidental omissions which had 
been mentioned. 


Now he cared but little whether this bill was re. 
ferred to the Commitiee on the District of Colam- 
bia or to a select committee. If he alone were to 
decide, he would say, let it go to the Committee on 
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the District of Columbia—it was their business to 
examine and guard the in‘erests of the District, and 
he bad no doubt they woud de the duty which they 
owed to their country, which they owed to them- 
selyes, and which they owed particularly to the 
District. He would be perfe:tly satisfied that the 
charter should be left to them; but bis fiiends, whe 
bad been subject to censure, however, thought they 
owed it to themselves to have this subject again 
brought under their control, that they might presen 
it in the shape which they had intended it should 
have originally assumed. There was another 
reason why there should benodelay. The charies 
of the city had already expired, and memorials had 
been presented urging its renewal, and the exten. 
sion of the right of suffrage; and he hoped such a 
charter would be granted as would be b:neficial to 
the Dstrict, giving its inhabitants all the rights 
that properly belonged tc them. The great political 
contest of the country was over, and there was 
no object in atiribuiing to Senators principles 
which they did not hold; and if the standing com- 
mitiee would take it up at an early day, and 
promptly act upon the bill, he hoped his friend 
{Mr. Norve.t] would withdraw his propositson. 
He hoped they shouid not make any thirg like a 
party con‘eston a subject into which it ought not 
to enter. 


Mr. NORVELL said, in explanation of his own 
course on this bill, that about five hundred e:tizens 
of this District, many of whom did not possess the 
right of suffrage, had petitioned Congress for the 
enactment of a new charier, which fetitions 
were refered to the Committee on the Dis'r:ct; 
but as several months had elapsed without 
those memorials being acted upon, a commit- 
tee of cilizens waited upon h'm, aad requested 
that he would present another memorial, and 
move its reference to a select commitiee; and 
in pursnance of that and repeated requests 
subsequently, he had made the propositien which 
he submitted at the last ses-ion, and not because 
he desired to take upon himself the labor of 
such a commitiee, and of examining the subject 
so fully as would be necessary to enable him to 
prepare and perfect the measure; for he had 
enough io do on two other important commitices of 
which he wasa member. He repeated, he acted 
in pursuance of the desire of those whom the com- 
mittee was appointed to represent, most of whom 
were dives ed ot the right of suffrage; and in do- 
ing so, had he done any thing but justice to those 
citizens? He was also desirous to say that he was 
unwilling to allow the statement to remain un- 
contradicted, that he was, or ever had been, 
hostile io the interests of any class of citizens of ike 
city of Washingion or of the Sonth; so far from 
being hostile to the D.strict, he bad taken his seat 
but fura very few days, the first session he sat 
there, before he expressed his desire to give these 
prople a Represeniative, ora De.egate, similar to 
the Territories, on the avowed principle that it was 
necessary to induce the two Houses to pay proper 
attention to their interests. And at the same time, 
he seconded, to the extent of his ability, reselu'ions 
respecting the prculiar interests of the South, 
and going the full length with the Southern 
gentlemen, in regard to the disposition which they 
had thought proper to make ef the appl carions tv 
the Senate to interfere with those interests. 
Having been particularly acquainted for thirty 
years with a large poriion of the people 
of this District, he hod not supposed that 
now he should be charged with hostility to their ia- 
terests. But what was the fact? Why, sir, in a for- 
mal and ably written commuuication, whch had 
been sept to the peop'e ot the United States, 
in the shape of an appeal from the feople 
of this District, an atiack had been made on 
the select committee, of which he had ithe honor 
to be the chairman. In this document, it was al- 
leved that this subject was not in'rodue-d into the 
Senate until atier the muanicipa! election in Jone 
Jast, and it was in consequeoce of the result of that 
elecuon thatit had been introduced. Now, was ‘hat 
the fact? Was it not introdoced early in the ses- 
sion, and had it not been before the commiitee four 
months previous to the municipal eleciion? Again, 
it was alleged that the omissions were intenyonal 


omissions, and that the select comiiittee and the 
majority of that body had aimed a vital blow at 
the most serious and essential :nterests of this part 
of the country. Under these circumstances it 
was that be feit it to be his peculiar duty to propose 
the recommittal of this bill to the select commit- 
tee. Senators over the way seemed to think that 
only one description of citizens in this city possess- 
ed any righ's. Admitting the class opposed to the 
extension of the elective franchise to be here the 
majority, had the minority no rights?) Were they 
to be treated as slaves, to have no voice in the atf- 
fairs of the city, and their complain’s to be disre- 
garded? He hoped not. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped his friend from 
Michigan would now withdraw his motion of re- 
ference to a select committee. 

Mr. NORVELL consented, and then the bill was 
referred to the standing Committee on the Di:trict 
of Columbia. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Georgetown, asking for an amendment of 
their charter so a® te extend the elcctive franchise. 

Mr. MERRICK, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to intreduce a bill 
author zing the granting letters testamentary and 
of administration to aliens in the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Commitiee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
wh ch memoria!s on the subject bad been referred, 
reported 

A bill for the relief of Philip Weademan; and 

A bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and Abel 
Gay; 
which were respectively read, and oidercd to a 
second reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Coma'' «¢ on Private 
Land Claims, to which were refered 

A bill to continue in force the “‘Act for the final 
adjustment of private land elaims in Missouri,” 
approved July 19, 1832; and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved March 2, 1873; 

A bill to authorize the issue of a patent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy, or his le- 
gal representatives; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Es lava; 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas P. Copes, 

A biil for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

A bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Jo 
seph Thompson, sr. deceased, to a certain tract of 
land in Missouri; 

A bill for the rejiefof the representatives of 
Pierre Bonhommr; 

A bill for the relief of Joshaa Kennedy, as- 
signee of Cornelius MeCortin; and 

A bill to confirm to George Tacker, his beirs or 
assignees, a certain tractof jandin Alabama; 
reported the same without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that they do pass. 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lie Lands, to which had been referred a bill to 
authorize the Legislature of the Siste of Ar- 
kensas to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for 
the nse of sckools in that State, reportedihe same 
without amendment, and in favor of its passage. 

Mr. F. in pursuance of previous notice, asked 
2nd obtained leave to introduce a bi!l for the re- 
bef of Henry Wilson; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. PiERC8, in pursuance of previous not'cr, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
equalize the pay of the armyard for other purpo- 
ses; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PRENTISS, in pursuance of rrevious no- 
tice, asked and cbtained leave to introduce a bill in 
addition to the act to promcte the progress ef the 
ueeful aris; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Commitiee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to mtroduce a bill for the relief of Adam 
Stewart. 

Mr ANDERSON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask |gave to introduce a bill to provide for 


the ailowance of invalid pensions to certain Crero. 
kee warriors under the 14th article of the treaty of 
1835. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Commitiee en Pad. 
lic Lands, to which was referred a bill for the re. 
lief of Francis Laveniure, Ebenezer Coi'ds, and 
Linus Thompson, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. KING gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the le. 
gal representatives of Aaron Vail, deceased, late 
consul at L’Orient. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following engrossed bills were then taken u 
on their third reading, read a third time, and 

assed: 

The bill amendatory of the act abolishing impri- 
sonment for debt. 

The bill for the relief of George W. Paschali. 

The bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama 
the two fer cent. fund reserved by the act for her 
admission into the Union, to be applied to the mak- 
ing of a road or reads leading to said State. 

The bill to establish an additional! land district in 
the S:ate of Alabama. ’ 

Toe bill for the relief of William Jones.' 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers on the 
lic lands, who were deprived of the benefits of the 
act granting pre-emption rights, « hich was approved 
on the 19:h of June, 1834. 

The bill to grant other lands to the inhabitants of 
townships deprived of the 16th section by Indian 
reservations. 

The bill to relinquish the revefSionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama. 

The bill in reiation to donations of land 10 certain 
persons in the State of Arkansas. 

The bill to quiet the titles of certain land cjaimants 
in the Siates of Missouri and Arkansas, and for 
other purposes. 

The bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land 
in the State of Arkansas. 

The bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 
eight north, range thirty-two west, in the State of 
Arkansas, to enter a section of land in lieu of the 
sixteenth section in said township, upon condition 
that the same be surrendered to the United States 
for mili'ary purposes. 

The bill authorizing the inhabitants of fractional 
township ten south, of range one east, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter one half section of land for 
school purposes. 

The bill for the relief of James Smith of Ar 
kansas. 

The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence of 
a treaty between the United States and the Choctaw 
Indians. 

Mr. PORTER submitted the followirg resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to transmit to the Senate any informa- 
tion in his possession relative to the survey directed 
by the act of the 12th of June, 1838, entitled “An 
act to ascertain and designate the boundary line 
between the State of Michigan and Territory of 
Wiskonsan.” 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Reselved, That the Commitiee on Commerce be 
instructed to inguire into the expediency of inter- 
dicting by law the allowance of salvage to the offi- 
cers andcrews of revenue cutters and of public 
armed vessels employed by the Government in af- 
fording relief to merchant vessels during the incle- 
ment seasons or at other times. 

The resolution submitied yesterday by Mr. Ner- 
VELL, in re!ation to the removal of the chandelier, 
was taken up, and after some remarks from Mr. 
N. and Mr. TAPPAN, was laid on the table. 

And the Senate adjourn d. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Torpay, Dec. 22, 1840. 
The SPEAKER laid befcre the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 
1. Prom the Secretary of the Navy, in answer to 
a resolution of the House of the 11th of May last, 
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communicating a statement of the officers of the 
navy on leave or furlough, including passed mid- 
shipmen; showing the cause of their absence, the 
time of its expiration, &c. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, ‘laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. ¥ 

9. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
report of the Commissioner of Pensions, containing 
information relative to pensioners, applying for a 

sion, or an increase of pension, required to be 
jaid annually before Congress by the act of May 
Q9, 1830. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

3, From the Clerk of the House, as follows: 
Hon. R. M. T. Huster, 

Speaker of the House of Representati-es U. S.: 

Sir: In obedience to the farther order of the 
House, passed December 21, 1840, “ihat said re- 
port be recommitted to the Clerk, with instructions 
further to report by what authority, on what vouch- 


ers, and through whom, he paid to C. Bulkley the | 


sum of $500; to Bayse Newcomb the sum of $416; 


and to George Lowrey the sum of $104, for ser- | 


vices rendered by them in taking depositions in the 


case of thegtontested election beiween Messrs. In- | 


gersell and ‘Naylor, as reported in Document No 7; 
by what authority, and oa what vouchers, he sen‘ 
to Mr. Naylor money to pay h's witnesses in the 
said contest, and which that genileinan says he re- 


turned; whether the said vouchers give the names | 


and time of attendance of the said wi!nesses, in 
whose handwriting it was filed, asd what has be- 
come of the same,” I beg leave to report that the 
account presented by C. Bulkley for services as 


clerk, &c. amounted to $869 50. On the face of | 


this account was an order, signed by the Chairman 
of Accounts, to pay $500 to said Bulkley. ‘The 
account presented by Bayse Newcomb for ser- 
vices as commissioner, &¢c. amounted to $52). 
By a similar order written on the fac2 of the 
paper, I was directed to pay $416. 

he account of George Lowrey, as door-keeper, 
amounting to $104—not beirg reduced by the com- 
mittee—was directed to be paid by a verbal order. 
In like manner the sum allowed for payment of 
witnesses in behalf cf Mr. Naylor, amounting to 
$780, was also directed to be paid by a verbal 
order, which is the usual mode practised by the 
eommittees when accounts are clear and undispu- 
ted. 


The vouchers give the names and times of at- | 
tendance of the witnesses; but having no acquaint. | 


ance with the hand vriticg in which th»y are drawn, 


] herewith communicate the original papers (Nos. | 


366 and 356) fur the use of the House. 

The various sums above mentioned, together 
with one other of $104, for Peter Lewis, were en- 
closed in separate drafts to the Hon. Charles Nay- 
lor, Philadelphia, to be paid out to the respective 


claimants, as will appear from the letter of the ac- | 


oT clerk, herewith communicated and mark- 


In Mr. Naylor’s answer to this letter, he returned 
$780 76, the sum allowed for witnesses, and also 
the draft for $104 in favor of Peter Lewis, stating 
that he did not feel authorized to receive and pay 
out the same, as will more fully appear from his 
letter, a copy of which is hcrewiih communicated, 
and marked B. 

The sum of $11 50, returned by Mr. Ingersoll, 
as stated in my former report,and $874 76, return- 
ed by Mr. Naylor, have been credited to the con- 
tingent fund of this House. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HUGH A. GARLAND, 
Clerk House of Reps. U.S. 


Mr. FLOYD moved a reference of the report to 
the Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut objected to eny such 
reference, and moved a reference 1o the Commitice 
on Public Expenditures. 

Afier some brief remarks from Mr. FLOYD in 
defence of his motion, the quesiion of reference to 
the Committee on Accounts being first in order, 
was put, and decided in the affirmative. 

Petiiions were then presented by— 

Mr, CROSS, of Arkansas. 

Messrs. CRABB and DELLET, of Alabama. 











Mr. UNDERWOOD, of Kentucky. 

Mr. DEBERRY, of North Carolina. 

Mr. RIVES, of Virginia. 

Mr. DENNIS, of Maryland 

Messrs. BREWSTER, HOFFMAN, CURTIS, 
VANDER?COEL, LEONARD, GRINNELL,and 
WAGNER, of New York. 

(Mr. Waaner preseuted the petition of Daniel 
Cady, and two hundred and fifty-iwo others, inhabi- 
tants of Fulton county, New York, praying for a 
law to establ'sh a uniform sys'em of bankruptcy ] 

Mr. REED, of Massachuseits. 

The SPEAKER then announced reports from 
committees to be in order. 


Mr. CASEY, from the Commitice on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of the owners 
of bounty land warrants granted for military servi- 
ces in the army oi the United States in the late war 





between the United States and Great Britain; which | 


was commitied to the Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be priated. 


Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, re- 


ported a bill granting a rizht of pre-emption to cer- | 


| tain lots in the town of Perrysburg, in the S:ate of 


Ohio; which was commited to the Committee cf 
the Who'e, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, from the Committee for | 


the District of Columbia, reported a bill to revive 
and continu? the corporate existence of the banks 
in the District of Columbia; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Revolo- || ous line from Eart to Wes’, and of distributing the 


tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the pe- 
titien of Vincent Vass, praying for bounty lands. 
Mr. TAL'AFERRO, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to authorize the payment of seven 
years’ half pay, due on account of the death cf Lieut. 
Jonaihan Dye, an offiecr in the Virginia continen- 


i 


| ject. 


far as that member was concerned, as to fixing a 
time. 

Mr. RIVES obssrved that the silting number 
was now in his sea‘, so that the objectron of the 
sentioman from New York no linger exisiel. Phe 
day foran examination of the case could there. 


| fore be now fixed, and if agreeable, he would pro- 


| pose that it would be the order of the day for to- 
| morrow. 


Bat if that would not suit the sitting 
member, he hoped the gentleman would say what 
day would be convenient. 

Mr. NAYLOR had no objection to any course 
the House might think proper to take on the sub- 
He was willing to leave the matter in the 


| hands of the House. 


Alter some further remarks from Mr. FILL- 
MORE in favor of a pesiponement of the subject 
until after the holilays, 

Mr. RIVES modified his motion so as to make 
the report the order of the day for the first Tues- 
day in January. 

The moticn, as modified, was then agreed w. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Resolutions then being in order, 

Tae SPEAKER stated that the following reso- 
lution offered by Mr. Ragiwes, on Thursday last, 
would come up firs’: 

Reselved, That the Committee on Pablie Lands 


|| be instructed to inquire into the expedicney of set- 
| ting apart threehund ed thousand dollars per an- 


tal Jine, and who was kil'ed in the battle of Bran- | 
dywine; which was referred to the Commitice of | 


the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS, from the Committee | 


concerning navy pensions ani halt pay;” which 
was referred ty the Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on | 


Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill fer the re- 
lief of James Deatley; which was referred to the 
Commitiee of the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 


| on Naval Affairs, reported a biil entitled “An act | 


nam of the proceeds of the public lands for the 
continuation of the Cumberland Road in Obio te its 
western termiration, to be constructed in a continu. 


residue of the aid preeveis among the several 
States upon the principle of what is called Mr. 
Clay’s land bill, taking the census of 1246 asthe 


| basis of the distribution, 


The question pending was th: motion of Mr. 
Tivupparp to lay the resolution on the tab'e, and on 
which the seas and nays had been ordered 

‘the yeas and nays were then taken, and result- 


| ed as follows: 


| Carroll, Clifford, Coles, Connor, M 


Mr. ANDREWS, froin the same committee, re- || 


ported a bill for the relief of Daniel Starry; which 
was committed to the Committee of the Who'e, 


|| and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HAND, from the sam¢ committee, made an 


unfavorable report oa the petition of John G.igsby | 


fora pension, 


On motion of STANLY, 


Resolved, That the report made by the Committee || 
on Expendi'ures on the Pabi:c Buildings, relatiug 


to the branch mint at Charlotte, North Carolina, 
be printed, 
Mr. RIVES of Virginia moved that the report of 


the Committee of Elections, on the subject of the | 


contested election case of Messrs. Naytor and In- 


GERSOLL, made at the last session, be now 
aken up. It was not his intention to en- 
er into a debate on the sabject at that 


ime, but his object in calling it up was that the 


House might fix upsn some time when it would be | 


convenient to go into the merits of the case. 

Mr. CRABB objected. 

Mr. RIVES said, the motion being a privileged 
one, he had a right to make it. He was, however, 
surprised at the objection of the gentleman from 
Alabama, inasmuch as he had sta'ed most distincily 
that he had no intent-on of debating the subject at 
tha! time. 


Mr. FILLMORE hoped that when the subject 
was taken up, it would not be done until it was 
convenient for the parties interested to address the 
House on the subject. He did not know when it 
would be convenient for them to attend. Moreo- 
ver, the siting member was not in his seat. 

Mr. RIVES said he had seen the sitting member 
that morning previous {to his making the motion, 
and he presumed there would be no difficulty, so 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Burke, Sampson 
H. Butler, Wil iam O. Butler, Wm. B. Campbell, 
A. Cooper, 
Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Davee, 
Edward Davies, John Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Danean, Earl, 
E:stmen, E'y, Fine, Fisher, Fietcher, Floyd, Gal- 
braith, Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Griffin. Haber- 
sham, Hand, Hawes, Har kins, Hill of Virginia, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hopkins, Jackson, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kembie, 
Kiile, Lewis, Lowell, McCarty, McC ellan, Me- 
Clure, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. Mortis, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Parmenter, Paynter, Pickens 
Prentiss, Rayner, Rives, Edward Rogers, Ryall, 
Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Starkweather, Strong, 
Samter, Sweney, Tahaferro, Taylor, F. Tnomas, 
Waddy Thnompsor, Jacob Taompson, Turney, 
Varderpoe!, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Warren, 
Watterson, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Lexis Williams, Joseph L, Williams, and Wise 
—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Barnard, 
Boardman, Bond, Boits, Breckenridge, Briggs, 
Brockway, Calhoun, Carr, Carter, Carey, Clark, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing. Dana, John 
W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dennis, Doe, Everett, 
Fil'more, Gentry, Giddir.gs,Goode, G:anger, Green, 
Hammond, William S Hast ngs, Jchn Hastings, 
Henry, Hant, James, Charles Johnston, William 
Cost Jchnson, Kempshai!, Lan-, Leonard, Lincoln, 
Marvio, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Moo-e, Mor- 
gan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Naylor, Ozle, Ox 
borne, Palen, Parrish, Peck, Pope, Preffit, Randall, 
Rariden, Reed, R-yno'ds, Ridgway, Salionstall, 
Simonton, Slade, Troman S nith, Toomas Smith, 
Sianly, Stuart, Swearingen, Tillinghast, Triplett, 
Trumball, Peter J. Wagner, Jubn White, Wick, 
T. W. Williams, and Winthrop—81. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked leave t> submit the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commitice of Ways and 
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Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill providing for the expenshiure of 
$150 000 in each of the States of Ohio, Intiana, 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to ay- 


thoriz: the payment of equitable commissions to 
the agents or attorneys of persons in whose fayor 








Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Jared W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 





A and [ilinois, during the year 1841, on the Cumber- | and Wise—94. awards have bcen made under three several treaties 

4 land road. NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- between the United States and certain foreign pow- 
¥ Mr. P. then, ina very animated manner, fore- || drews, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, Brew- || ers, which awards have been retained in the Trea. 
er told the direful consequences which he had alleged || ster, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carr, Casey, |} sury in payment of debts due to the United Siaies; 
be! would ensue, in case the House should not make || Chittenden, Clark, Cranston, Crockett, Cross, |} which was read twice, and referred to the Commit. 
Ae the appropriation. He declared that the eight || Curtis, Cushing, Dana, John W. Davis, Garret || tee on Finance. ; 
Li States of the Northwestern Territory would unite, | Davis, Dennis, Doan, Doe, Dancan, Edwards, | Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
pt and in their indignation would make their way into || Everett, Fillmore, Galbraith, Gentry, Giddings, asked and ob'ained leave to introduce a bill for the 
e the hail to obtain their rights by force. He conld Goode, Granger, Green, Hammond, William 8. || relief of the legal represeniatives of Nathaniel 
s not conceive why the people of that part of the || Hastings, John Hastings, Henry, Hook, Hani, | Pryor, deceased; which was referred to the Com- 
~ Union should be treated so. The South gotappro- |) James, Jame*n, Jenifer, Charles Juhnsion, Wii- || mittee on Indian Affairs. 

* priations for its Dismal Swamps and every thing || liaun Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lane, Lincoln, _ Oa motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the peti- 
het clse; so also did the North; but as for his people, || Marvin, Mason, Medill, Mitenell, Monroe, Mor- || tion and papers of George Whitman, now on file, 
> and those of the other Northwestern Sates, they || gan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Naylor, Newhard, || were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
he could obtain nothing. Why, said he, are the peo- || Ozle, Osborne, Palen, Parrish, Paynter, Peck,Pope, Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian 


ple of the West to be thus trampled upon? Mr. P. 
also discoursed on the grievances of the Western 
people arising from other caus’s. He then touched 


Proffit, Randall, Rariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Russell, Salionstal!, Simontoz, Traman Smith, | 
Thomas Smith, Stuart, Swearingea, Sweney, Tay- 


Affairs, to which was referred the bi.l for the relief 
of Jubal B. Hancock, reported the same with an 
amendment. 


upon nullification, the tariff question, etc. and con- 
claded by giving the House a solemn warning, that 
in case the resolution should be reject-d, the people 
of the Northwest would rise ia their might, 
when their indignation would be an all-consumirg 
blaze, without a particle ef smoke, which should 
destroy all that was not right. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON, in the course of 
some very humorous remarks in reply to the mem- 
ber from Indiana, suggested to him that the true 
and only reason why the Cumberland road hed net 
been completed, was that it had been begun at the 
wrong end. The tight end was in Maryland, be- 
tween Rockville and Fredericktown; and until the 
road should be commenced in that quarier, the gen- 
tleman, with all the people of the West at his heels, 
would never be able to obtain an appropriation. 
Mr. J. concluded by asking the gentleman to ac- 
cept a mod fieation of the resolation, appropriating 
$80,000 for that portion of the Cumberland road 
in the Siate of Maryland between Rockville and 
the Monocecy. 

Mr. PROFFIT, after a brief rejoinder, accepted 
the modification. 

Mr. HUPBARD was afraid the gen'leman from 
Indiana was going the wrong way to work in order 
to ob'ain money tor his State. Mr H. said that so 
far as his own district was conecrned, he was sure 
that nothing could be ob ained by threats. If the 
gentleman and his people wanted money, let them 
open atrade with the Southwest, when, if they 
made fair bargains, there would be no cbjec’icn to 
taking their pork and whiskey fcr produce. Taat, 
in his opinion, would be a lar more effecizal mode 
than bringing on a great army to enter ihe ball for 
the purpose of obtaining what they wanted by 
force. He would repeat, let the gentleman’s con- 
stitucnts open a trade, and, so far as his dis‘rict 
was concerned, he was sure they would be ready to 
swap with them. 











lor, John B Thompson, Ti linghast, Toland, Trip- 


leu, Trumbuil, Peter J. Wagner, Weller, John | 


Whie, Wick, Thomas W. Williams, and Wia- 
throp—92 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The resolution offered on the 17ih instant by 
Mr. Curisropner Moraan, calling upon the Post 
Master General to furnish a statement of the 
amoont expended by the Department for the 
serv.ces of special agents, was taken up and agreed 
to. 

The resolution of Mr. Botts, calling for infor- 
mation in relation to Treasury notes and drafts, 
was also taken up and agreed to. 

The resolution of Mr. Dawson, calling for infor- 
mation relative to the loss of horses in the Florida 
war, was nexttaken up, and with a modification 
by Mr. J. W. Davis, soas toinclude the B ack 
Hawk war, agreed to. 

Mr. BARNARD then called up the resolution 
offerei by him, requirirg information relative to 
the aggregate reveaue accruing from customs, 
land, &c. &c.; and the question being on the adop- 
tion of the same, 

Mr. BARNARD, with a view of addressing the 
House upon it on to-morrow, moved an adjourn- 
ment, which was carried. 

Aud the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepwespay, December 23, 1840. 

Mr. LINN presented the petifion of Nathan 
Ranney; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of John 
Ward and others; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Dr. 
Samvel White; which was referred to the Commit- 
lee on Pensions, 


Mr. HENDERSON, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
joiat resolution for the relief of the sufferers at 
Natchez by the tornado of May 7, 1840; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Commitiee on 
Finance. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pe- 
tents, to which was referred the bill in addition to 
the act to promote the progress of the useful arts, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Revyo- 
jutionary Claims, to which was referred a memo- 
rial on the subject, reported a bill for the reliet of 
Charles M. Keller and Heury Stone; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. ANDERSON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the allowance of invalid pensions to 
certain Cherokee warriors under the 14th article of 
the treaty of 1835; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KING, in pursuance of previous. notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Aaron Vail, 
deceased, late consul at L*Orient; which was read 
twice, and, with an accompanying document, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice that to- 
morrow he would ask leave to introduce 

A bill to amend an actentitied “An act to grant 
ceriain relingnished and unappropriated lands to 
the State of Alabama, for the purpose of improv- 
wg the navigation of the Tennessee, Coosa, Ca- 
hawba and Black Warrior rivers,” approved May 
23, 1823, and the several acis supplementary and 
amendatory theieto. 

A bill making additional appropriation for com- 
pleting the improvements in Mobile harbor; and 

A bill providing for the payment of certain 
claims of the State of Alabama. 







Mr. ROANE presented the petition of Sarah 
Buzzard; which was referred to the Committee on 
Reolutionary Claims. 


Mr. NICHOLAS gave notice that to. morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize the 
Legislature of Louisiana to seli the lands herets- 


The question being on the resolution as mo’ fied, || 
Mr. HUBBARD moved to lay it on the table; on | 
ne which motion the yeas and nays wore demanded || 
‘i and ordered: 


fer 


Mr. HUCBARD then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. WISE renewed it. 

Mr. PROFFiT demanded the yeas and Nays; 
which were'ordcred, and being t2ken, were as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messis. Alford, Judson Allen, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bleckwell, Botts, Boyd, 
Aaion V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Samp- 
son H. Batier, William O. Bat'er, William B. 
Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Ciifloid, Coles, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, Williaes R. Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, Davies, John Davis, Dawson, D-berry, Del- 
let, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Gatland, Gerry, Goggin, Griflin, Habersham, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hili of North 
Carolina, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jo-eph 
Johuson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kail'e, Lewis, Loweil, 
McCarty, McC ellarn, McClure, McCuiloch, Me- 
Kay, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Samuci W. 
Mortis, Nisbet, Parmenter, Partis, Pickens, Pren- 
tiss, Rayner, Rives, Edward Rodvers, Ryall, Shaw, 
Shepard, John Smith, Sianly, Suwong, Sumier, Ta- 
lisferro, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 








Mr. HUSBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 


to which memorials on the subject had becn refer- | 


red, reported the following bil.s:’ 

A bill for the relief cf Daniel Steenroc; 

A bill for the reLef of James M. Morgan; 

A bill for the relief of Francis Gehoa; 

A bli f-r the relief of James H. Reife. 

These bills were severally read, and erdered to a 
seco nd reading. 

Mr. EH. {10m the saine committee, to which was 
referred ihe memorial of the administrator of 
George Simpson, asked to be discharged from iis 
further consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Finance; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to lay a tax on 
bank notes and other p:per intended for circula- 
ton in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ANDERSON, in pursuance of previons no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the allowanee of invalid pensions to 
certain Cherokee warriors under the 14th article of 
the treaty of 1835; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ROANE, io pursuance of previous notice, 


fore appropriated for the use of schools within that 
State. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the petitions of 
Jaco» Graham and Jehn Pritchett, now on file, 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and the petition of Caspar Weaver was. referred 
to ‘he Committee on the Di-triet of Columbia. 

Mr. LUMPKIN gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
J. M. Strad r. 

Mr. WALKER submitted ihe following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed 
to communicate to the Senate the returns of the 
census of this year, so far as received into his office, 
giving only the aggregate cf the population in each 
State or Territory, designating the number of 
whites, of free persons of color, and all other per- 
sons, in three separate columns, and stating how 
far the returns are incomplete in any State or Ter- 


rilory. 
M ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost theic improvements in consequence 
of a treaty between the United States and th2 





